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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

Dear NUMC, 
 As we prepare to observe the central events of 
our faith — Palm Sunday, The Upper Room meal, Foot-
washing, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Resurrection 
Day (Easter) I look for signs of new life in this congrega-
tion. I am reminded that resurrection comes after trial and 
suffering and faith and waiting, of living through our fears 
and holding on for God to make God’s appearance in 
power and in might. Suffering is hard and unwelcome, but 
after suffering, if we do not give up, there is resurrection. 
 As we suffer through events and times in our 
lives, we must discard those things which would prevent 
us from moving forward. In order to experience new life, 
we must be prepared to give up the old life. A popular 
disc jockey on one of my favorite morning shows puts it 
like this: “If you do what you always did, you will get what 
you always got. If you want to experience something new 
and different, you must be prepared to change old ways 
and old habits that are no longer useful.” 
 Every day of our lives, God gives us the oppor-
tunity to start afresh; to cast all our burdens and concerns 
on him and move forward into a fresh new day and a 
fresh new life. Every Day can be resurrection day. 
But we must not forget the sacrifice made by Jesus on 

the cross, and we must not forget his most crucial teach-
ing — Love One another. Observing Good Friday in the 
midst of a culture that wants to anesthetize pain and suf-
fering is not popular, but it is central to our faith. The 
Christian faith loses its meaning if we forget or ignore 
that Jesus suffered and died. There is no Easter with-
out a Good Friday.                                                       
 And in between Friday and Sunday there is 
Saturday — a period of prayer and waiting, a period of 
watching and hoping. This year, NUMC will observe a 
three-hour Easter Vigil on Saturday, so that we can re-
member those who watched and waited, who faced and 
conquered their fears to do their duty, and that they were 
rewarded for their faithfulness with the fulfillment of the 
promise that Jesus would rise again on the third day. I 
invite you to join me in a vibrant and enthusiastic celebra-
tion of our faith. Shalom.     

  Pastor Laurel 

 On January 30, NUMC celebrated 
the installation of the new boiler which was 
installed just in time for the challenging winter 
that we experienced. 
After worship on that day, we commissioned 
the engine for service and celebrated with a 
pot luck lunch. 
 The boiler is evidence that God 
works in our lives in often mysterious ways. 
One of our Trustees was filling out a term for 
someone else. She had a friend who was an 
energy auditor, who performed the audit for 
no cost. The audit revealed some potential 
cost-savings which included the replacement 
of the boiler.  
 At first, the question was how could 
we possibly do it? We have no money! But 
by the grace of God , a little faith and much 
trepidation, we were able to raise the money 
needed in four months. Beside that, the pro-
ject came in under budget! AIN’T GOD 
GOOD! 

Cele-
bration 

The photos above show a part of 
the celebration including a spe-
cially made cake representing 
the flames of the new machine 
that kept us warm through the 
winter. 

Letter  
from the pastor’s desk 
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The MACC Food Pantry  

We especially need: meat soups, beef 
stew, canned meat, pasta sauce, cereal, 

corn, peas, tomatoes, baked beans, bak-

ing mixes and coffee, diapers sizes 4 & 

5, corned beef hash, chili with beans, 

canned white potatoes, juice, rice/pasta 

mixes, jelly, mixed vegetables, spinach, 

clam chowder, peanut butter,  canned 

pasta (ravioli, spaghetti & meatballs, 

etc.), condiments, tuna, dry boxed pota-

toes, dry red kidney beans, mayonnaise, 

gelatin/pudding mixes, ramen noodles, 

sugar, green beans,  beets, beans (black, 

white, pinto, etc.), chicken soup, yams, 

snacks, hot chocolate, pasta, carrots.  
 

 Thanks to all who have been  

faithfully donating! 

Of Younger Generations and Stewardship  
There is a Hasidic tale of a disciple who asked, "Why does 
the Torah tell us to 'Place these words upon our hearts'? 
Why does it not tell us to place these holy words in our 
hearts? 
The rabbi answers, "Because as we are, our hearts are 
closed, and we cannot place the holy words in them. So 
we place them on top of our hearts. And there they stay 
until, one day, the heart breaks and the words fall in." 
 
This reminds me of our younger generations who want to 
be IN ministry or involved in some mission BEFORE join-
ing the church and even before learning ABOUT Christian-
ity. Their work for others is what causes their hearts to 
break open and allow the words to fall it. They are actually 
"doing" stewardship without realizing it, giving of the gifts 
and talents that God gave them, to care for the whole 
world. The sooner we realize this need of the younger 
generations, the sooner we'll help them learn the love/
grace of God that has held us through the years. 
 
I still say that stewardship is the head and heart of Christi-

anity, and mission is the hands and feet. We need both, 
paired together, to make our bodies complete. Guess 
that's appropriate for this season when many of us are 
involved in stewardship. Sometimes we don't understand 
the history of stewardship. Here's my summary of stew-
ardship as I wrote it in my book Let the Children Give: 
Time, Talents, Love and Money. 
 
In the very early church, the Christians gave to each other 
without worry for themselves. They saw their role as car-
ing for every person whom God placed in their paths, and 
even going out of their way to be stewards of God's peo-
ple. (Acts 2:44-45; 11:27-30) 
 
The true meaning of stewardship got off the track way 
back in the fourth century when Constantine declared the 
entire Roman world as Christian. This set the church up as 
an arm of the government, and the operating budgets of 
the churches were raised through taxes. The only need 
these churches had to raise money was to spread the gos-
pel to other countries. Their routine "budget" was taken 

Stewardship corner Continued on p. 3 column 1, bottom of page 

Look Out for changes!  
In our worship 
 
Starting March 27 in each service 
there will be a Ministry Minute in 
which Lay Ministers will describe  
current activity in their area of ser-
vice: 
On April 3 — Mission Outreach 
April 10 — Trustees 
April  17 — Sunday Bible Study 
 
Also, on April 10, as a way of 
strengthening the Connection, we 
begin our Pulpit Exchange with the 
Bolton Church. The Rev. Linda Pea-
body will take the pulpit at NUMC 
and Pastor Laurel will be at the Bol-
ton Church. 

http://deliahalverson.blogspot.com/2010/10/of-younger-generations-and-stewardship.html
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care of by the taxes of the citizens. This continued through-
out Europe, where the government and church were united. 
 
When Europeans came to North America they established 
a government that separated church and state. At first there 
were few problems about budgets. Most ministers were 
unmarried circuit riders, and as long as they had a horse 
and a couple of changes of clothing they managed fine. 
When they went to a community the members of the con-
gregation saw to their housing and meals. The congrega-
tions usually met in schoolhouses or homes, and so there 
was no need to raise money for building upkeep. 
 
But then things began to change. As communities became 
more established, they wanted pastors who were in resi-
dence, and they began to build houses of worship. Sud-
denly they realized that the taxes no longer covered such 
items, and so there was a need to "raise a budget". This 
endeavor then became labeled "stewardship", and the 
broad scope of the word was lost. Our task today is to bring 
back the understanding of stewardship that was prevalent 
in the early church, the understanding that all that we have 
belongs to God, and as stewards we must recognize the 
mission of God as dominant in our lives (Acts 4:32-35). 
 
Stewardship must involve all that we have.  

Posted by Delia Halverson    Monday, October 4, 2010. Reprinted from  UMFNE 

Stewardship corner 

For most of my life I have really disliked worship. My wife tells 

me that if I weren't a pastor, I would never go to worship. Fifteen 

years ago she was right about that, although I have managed to 

change over time. I am a constant tinkerer when it comes to de-

signing worship, always working with our staff and members to 

figure out how to tweak our worship in a way that will touch peo-

ple and open them to what I think is paramount in a worship ser-

vice: encountering and experiencing God in a way that trans-

forms us, even if just a little bit. 

The unfortunate reality is that in North American society, neither 

the surrounding culture nor the church culture embraces the trans-

forming encounter with God. Many mainline churches quit ask-

ing long ago whether our worship leads people to an encounter 

with Christ and the Holy Spirit. Think about why we do what we 

do in worship. Do we worship the way we do because it is how 

we have always done it? Do we worship the way we do because it 

is what we are best at? Do we worship the way we do because it 

makes certain members of the church happy? These reasons re-

side at the center of what has caused so many people to walk 

away from the church. Many people have wanted a tangible, 

transforming encounter with God but have never found it in 

worship, because worship has been focused on everything but 

that transforming encounter. To foster an encounter with God 

means designing worship that is deliberately focused on mak-

ing a spiritual and psychological impact on people. If people 

are to experience God in worship, it needs to resonate with 

where they are psychologically and spiritually. If we don’t of-

fer people a venue through which they can access the spiritual, 

they will gladly find some other venue or ignore their spiritual 

yearnings and substitute the pursuits and pleasures of the 

world. 

The church has to adapt its worship because our culture 

doesn’t recognize the value of worship when done as it was 

in generations past. Each generation is different in what it 

resonates with because over time the culture changes. The re-

sult is that worship rooted in previous generations loses its 

power to connect with each succeeding generation and leads us 

to address spiritual questions that are no longer being asked, or 

at least not being asked in a way that can be addressed in forms 

familiar to today's older generations. 

Part of the fallout of generational and cultural shifts is that wor-

ship slowly loses relevance for the generations ignored in our 

worship design. Most generations approach worship differently 

from previous ones. They are not always looking to reinvent 

worship, but they are seeking a renewed sense of relevance to 

their context. Each generation has different yearnings, and so 

the church is under constant pressure to adapt what it is doing 

to meet people where they are, while maintaining fidelity to the 

generations it has already been serving. This is a monumental 

task, made even more so because each new generation never 

really tells the previous generation what it is seeking, mainly 

because they aren’t entirely sure themselves. So, we in the 

church have to guess, experiment, and try our best to figure out 

what each of these generations is seeking. 

Ultimately, the problem isn't that each generation keeps chang-

ing. The problem is that as time passes congregations and their 

leaders forget to keep the focus of worship on the encounter 

with the Holy. They forget that unless people sense that they 

have had an encounter with Christ, an experience of the Spirit 

and that through worship they are increasingly established in 

the Creator, then worship is no longer God-focused. 

The power of worship is its ability to foster the relationship 

people have with God. Worship that is either completely God-

focused or us-focused misses the mark. The 

most powerful worship actually is relationship-

ABOUT WORSHIP Our Worship committee has recently started out on a process to consider how we 
worship in an attempt to make adjustments. The following is an interesting article writ-
ten by a pastor, N. Graham Standish and published in the Alban Weekly e-magazine. 
It addresses the purpose of worship — encountering God — and how we can refresh 
the ways in which we encounter God to reach succeeding generations. This discus-
sion can help us frame our task at re-desigining worship for the 21st. Century. 

Why Do We worship The Way We Have 
Always Worshipped When People Keep 

Changing? 

Go to p. 10 
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9:00 am 

3rd  Jack Bertrand 

      John Chadwick 
 

10th Linda Gates 

       Quent Mangun 
 

9:00 am 

 

 

3rd    Irene Fitzgerald 
 

 

 

10th   Vickie Hadge 
 

 

 

10:30 am 

 

 

3rd   Tony Adamczyk 
 

 

 

10th  Steve Hadge  
 

 
 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as a liturgist 

to contact Diana Custer at 

875-9805. 
 

 

 

Responsibilities of the liturgist:  
lead responsive readings, read 
the scripture lesson, and assist 
with communion if assigned on 

the first Sunday of the month. 
  

 

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

10:30 am 

3rd   Curt Whatley 

        Roger Edinger 
 

10th  Tim and Dianne 
           LePore 
   

We welcome anyone interested in 

serving as an usher to contact 

Paula Smith at  

643-6597. 
 

Responsibilities of Ushers/Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at the 

door, hand out bulletins, count atten-

dees, collect the offering, and direct 

people to the altar table on Commun-

ion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms for 

Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 30 

minutes prior to the start of ser-

vice. 

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a 

quart of whole milk for use with coffee and tea, 

and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.   

 

Between services, set aside a plate of snack for 

the pastor on the kitchen island.  Set-up coffee 

to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot Chocolate, 

a pitcher of juice, 2 containers of milk, and 

sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, and plates if 

needed.  Fellowship is served after each service.  

Clean-up after fellowship time (approx. 12 pm) 

includes washing out pots and containers and 

returning them to their place in the kitchen, and 

wiping down tables in the Memorial Room.  If 

you are interested in volunteering or have 

questions, please speak with Angela 

McCartney at 860-533-0413. 

 

I nd i v i dua l s  a nd 

groups are invited to 

please  volunteer and 

sign-up in the Memo-
rial Room to provide 

fellowship refresh-

ments between and 

after services on Sun-

day mornings. 
 

Thank you! 
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PALM SUNDAY—ONE SERVICE  10:30 AM 

17th  Wayne Canipe 

 

EASTER SUNDAY—ONE SERVICE  10:30 AM 

24th  Judy Morton 

PALM SUNDAY—ONE SERVICE   

10:30 AM 

17th  Paula Smith, Judy/Jason Starkweather 
 

EASTER SUNDAY—ONE SERVICE  
10:30 AM 

24th  John Chadwick, Roger Edinger,  

Curt Whatley, Wayne Canipe 



  

Our next meeting will be Wednes-
day, April 6 at 12 noon. 

Questions may be directed to 
Linda Gates  

860-647-9756 

Over 50’s Fellowship 

COUNTERS 
3rd   Kris Pelletier 

        Liz Twarkins 
 

 

10th  Jane Hopkins 

        Barbara Judd 

 

 

 

17th  Tim LePore 

        Harry Arendt 

 

 

24th  Collins Judd 

         Les VanDine 

 

Responsibilities of Counters:  Counters 

work in teams of two and are responsible 

for counting the offering on Sunday 

morning directly following the 10:30 wor-

ship service.   

 

Any interested in volunteering should 

contact Jim Glass, Finance Chair, at 643-

9201. 

Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge 

the Memory of a Loved One or to Celebrate 

a special person or occasion.  Forms are 

available in the Memorial Room to make such 

requests.  If you have any questions or prefer 

to order by phone, please contact our Flower 

Steward, Doris Timbrell at 860-649-6494.    
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Food Drive for MACC    
 

Can we collect 100 bags of groceries for MACC between now and April 10th ?   The 
Outreach/Mission Committee believes we can!   So far there are 60 donated bags of 
groceries on the altar!  We are storing them until the BIG DAY on Sunday April 10th .    

 

Everyone is invited to join the committee on Sunday afternoon, April 10th to de-
liver the bags to the MACC Food Pantry.   We will then sort the food, check the expi-

ration dates, and stock the pantry shelves.   Jacki Campion, Director of Volunteer Services, will be on hand to 
explain a little about how the pantry works.    

 

Several people have expressed an interest in seeing where their donated food goes and how the food pantry 
operates.   This is also a wonderful opportunity to involve the children in giving to those in need.    

We expect this will run from about 1:30 to 2:30/3:00.  
 

We hope you will be inspired during this Lenten season to think of your neighbors who may be struggling 
during the economic downturn.   James 2:8 reminds us: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”.  

 
One hundred percent of donations to this advance will help the people of Japan 

recover from this still unfolding disaster. Your generosity will support the re-

building of communities, and may address the reconstruction of homes and 

places of worship, among other needs. 
 

If you would like to donate to the emergency in Japan, you can go to gbgm-umc.org,  
click on “advance” and enter #3021317. 

 

By Mail: Make your check payable to NUMC. Write the name of the ministry (Japan Emergency) and The Advance 
code number (3021317) on the check.  
 

Send your check to:     North United Methodist Church, 300 Parker St., Manchester, CT 06042 
    OR place your check in the collection plate at Sunday service.  
 

By Phone:  Credit card gifts can be accepted by phone. The  number is: (888) 252-6174 
 

Please keep the people of Japan in your prayers, particularly as they wait out efforts to control the 
risk from the damaged nuclear reactors. 

 

More detailed leaflets are available in the Memorial Room at Church. 



 

The Ministry meetings are the first and third Monday of each month.   

APRIL 4 and 18 at 1:00 pm 

 

We thank all our members for their work.  We have a nice supply of  prayer shawls, and a 

good head start on lap rugs for the VNA Hospice Christmas baskets.  We have 

made baby blankets, hats and booties for MMH birthing center, and red bed blankets for the 

MMH ICU .  This fall we will are considering some additional chari-

ties to which we may donate .  New members are always welcome 

as are items from those who prefer to work at home.   
 

For more information contact: Paula Adamczyk  860-646-6609;  

                               Sue Derby 860-643-4589; Diana Custer 860-875-9805. 

NORTH UMC will host BLOOD DRIVES 
 

 

APRIL 14 and 28 
 

DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED.   CALL 1-800- GIVE LIFE   

(1-800-448-3543) to schedule an appointment. 

Volunteers are needed to monitor the building during the drives.  

Please sign-up in the Memorial Room to help out. 

 

Questions may be directed to Pastor Laurel. 

*REMINDER 

Please wear name tags 

every Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a name tag, 

please note it on the back of your 

attendance slip on Sunday morning 

and one will be made for you. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 

Next Issue of TIDINGS is   

MAY 

All articles for the  

December Issue are due on 
 

FRIDAY 

APRIL 15 
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1st  Julie LePore 
 

3rd  Julie (Byron) Zoppi 
   

8th  Sarah Cadman 
Marge Thresher 

 

14th  Elaine Hadge 
 

 

 

15th  Grace Didan 
 

18th  Judy Starkweather 
 

22nd  Paul Gilligan 
         

24th  Tony Adamczyk 
 

25th  Vickie Hadge 
 

27th  Taryn Gilligan 
 

29th  Stephen Gagnon 
Katherine Turley 

 

30th  Martina Brew 
 

Birthday Blessings to everyone! 



Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-

lowing requests at all worship times.   
 

Please set cell phones to off/silent during 

worship services. 
 

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me-

morial Room.  

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary.   

 

MACC has a Prayer Cycle in which there is a specific church designated 

for each Sunday throughout the year.  Please include the appropriate 
church and congregation in your prayers.  Thank you.  

 

 

April 3   Catholic Community of St. Bridget 

 

 April 10    Church of the Nazarene 

 

  April 17    Trinity Covenant Church 

 

   April 24    Emanuel Lutheran Church 

 

May 1   St. Paulõs Collegiate Church 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

 

Judy, Bob (friends of Jim Glass)   
Jim (Sue Derby’s father)      
Barbara Witham    
Judy Starkweather   Doris Ernst        
James Lapenta    Mikayla Gaboury      
Vicky Ladabouche  
Marian (friend of Grace Didan)     
Pam Craparotta , Joan Hopkins  

 
 

Prayers for those suffering with-
Cancer:  
Sheila, Ann, Beth, Elliot, Betty, 
Nick, Rachael, Charlotte, Janet, 
Muriel, Miriam, Anita, Garry, 
Lena, Karin, Jane, Kathryn 
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Dear Friends at North Church,  

 

Thank you for the wonderful 

cards and visits while I was at 

the Crestfield Rehab Center. I 

will be home for about three 

weeks until I start Part 2 of my 

treatment at Hartford Hospital 

and then back to rehab.   I miss 

church and I miss all of you!     

    

Joan Byron  

Being Good Stewards of Godõs Creation 
Collection boxes have been placed by the exits of the church so that you may 
discard any components of your bulletins and announce-

ments that you have not used or do not care to keep.   
These items will either be reused or recycled. 
Thank you for supporting this ògreenó ministry! 

PULPIT EXCHANGE  
Beginning this month, our pastor will participate in a Pulpit Ex-
change (once a month) within the local United Methodist church 

cluster.   

 

 

Along with North UMC, the cluster includes: 
 

South UMC (Manchester)  

 

Rockville UMC 

 

Bolton UMC 

 

Crystal Lake Community UMC (Ellington) 

 

Wesley (East Hartford)  

 

New Covenant (East Hartford)  

 

Vernon UMC 
 

This is a great opportunity to bear witness to the message through vari-

ous preachers who will bring their individual interpretations of the Word. 



    

APRIL  SCHEDULE 

 

AprilñóRebuilding Togetheró date to be determined 
All members of North are invited to participate with the youth. 

Questions may be directed to Tim and Charleneñ860-291-8909 

 

 
 

WORSHIP Focus Group Meetings 
 

Members and friends of North Church are invited and encouraged to attend up-
coming sessions of Worship Focus groups which continue to be offered through-
out the month of April.  
Weeknight groups will be at 7 pm at the church and will consist of 8 to 10 people 
and run for 90 minutes.  
Sunday afternoon sessions will be directly following church services (approximately 12 noon). A larger 
group of invitees will begin by meeting together, and then split into groups of 6 ð 8 people with facilita-
tors for discussion. 
 

Sunday Meetings will have childcare available as needed. 
 

Questions may be directed to: Pastor Laurel, Deb Tedford, or Karen Arendt.     

P A G E  8  
T I D I N G S   

 

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST at 8:00 AM 
South UMC will host the Palm Sunday Breakfast this year as 

our two churches join together to celebrate.  Rev. Laurel 
Scott will preach.   (North will host a joint breakfast in 2012.) 

 
 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY, April 17  
One Service at NUMC ~ 10:30 am  

  ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  
 

  
 

 
 
 

UPPER ROOM MEAL   MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
Tuesday, April 19 at 6:30 pm     April 21 at 7 pm 
 
     

 
 

 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE EASTER PRAYER VIGIL 
April 22 at 7 pm          Saturday, April 23 ~ 5 to 8 pm 
 

  
 EASTER SUNDAY 
 April 24, ONE SERVICE at 10:30 am 

  NO Sunday School Classes 
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Gift Card sales were up sig-
nificantly in November and 
December.  Thank you to 
everyone who purchased.  
Please pass along to others 
how easy it is to participate, 

and that you are donating to the church at the same 
time!  Weõre not asking anyone to spend money that 
they are not already spending.   
 

Please do NOT focus on the individual store 

percentages and base decisions on that.  Sim-

ply check the SCRIP list for participating 

stores, and please plan to purchase a gift card 

before your next visit to that store.   
 

Some FAQõs (Frequently Asked Questions) with answers: 

Are these the only companies to choose from:  
No.  There are approximately 550 different companies 

that participate in this program.  The list is available at 

the Scrip table after services.  You can also go online 

to www.shopwithscrip.com to take a look at the different 

companies.  While online you can enroll in the program, 

keep reading for details. 
What’s the catch?  There is no catch.  These compa-

nies offer gift cards and pay a percentage of the purchase 

price as a donation to non-profit organizations.  The only 

thing you must remember is that the gift cards are avail-

able in certain denominations.  We have a print-out at the 

Scrips table so that it can be looked up. 

Does it cost me any more?  Absolutely not.  I 

keep telling people this is ògiving without givingó because 

you get the full price of what you are paying on the gift 

card.  If you purchase a ShopRite card for $25.00 then 

the card is worth $25.00 at that establishment.  We take 

your check for $25 and deposit it and they debit our 

account for each gift card less each percentage that each 

company offers.  So, we are not only getting the per-

centage, but we donõt have to wait for the money to be 
sent back to us! 
Do we have any gift cards available for imme-

diate purchase?  Yes!  We are now carrying some 

inventory for instant gratification.   
How do I pay for the gift cards?  You write a 

check for your entire purchase to North United Meth-

odist Church.  You may want to write òscrips or gift 

cardsó in the memo for your own record keeping. 
Can I pay with a credit card?  No.  Iõm sorry, but 
we arenõt able to accept credit or debit cards for the 

Scrip program. 
Can I order on-line:  Yes!!!!!  Please visit 

www.shopwithscrip.com and enroll your family and 

use the following code:  34ECFECD22752 when 

enrolling.  You can order your gift cards in your 

home and Anita Haynes will add them to the weekly 

order.  You will owe the money when you pick up 

your cards.  Anita orders the gift cards Monday 

mornings so that we will receive the shipment for 

the next Sunday.   

If anyone has any additional questions, please do not 

hesitate to talk to Anita Haynes in the Memorial 

Room after each service or call 860-712-9991.  
 

I would like to thank all the “regulars” for 

using the Scrip gift card program.  

Your planning and involvement has made this a 

real success for our church! 

 

 

SCRIPS 
 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR  
 

PrISM -Pr aise In Song M inistry 
PRAISE BAND  

 

North Church is very fortunate to have two 
choirs witness each Sunday morning.    

We invite, encourage, and welcome new members to join  
these music ministries at any time.  We are an eclectic group with a wide 

range of  abilitiesñno prior music training necessary.   
Comeð sing to the Lord!  

 

Please speak with any member of the choirs or with our Music Director, 
Chris Collins, for more information.   

Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
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focused. It enhances the relationship between God and us. The 

hymns are selected not only to praise God but also to connect us 

with God. The prayers are said with appropriate inflection and 

passion that leads people to sense a bond between God and us. 

Preaching isn't so much an exploration of theological themes as an 

attempt to lift the veil of mystery separating us from God, as well 

as an invitation for people to discover how to live in divine union 

and love with God. Everything in worship should be designed to 

facilitate relationship with God. 

I believe that the main reason congregations neglect the Holy is 

that over time congregations slowly slip from a spiritual approach 

to worship to a functional approach. I wrote about this at length in 

one of my previous books, Becoming a Blessed Church. What is 

the difference between the two? A functional approach to worship 

isn't concerned with leading people to experience the Holy. It aims 

to maintain what has always been done, to make members happy 

by keeping worship the same, and to design worship around the 

desires of longtime, traditional worshipers. The focus is on main-

taining membership and the status quo. The proper function of 

worship matters much more than the experience of worship. A 

spiritual approach, in contrast, wants to help people gain a sense of 

the Creator's purpose in their lives, Christ’s presence in worship, 

and the Spirit's power working through them. 

No matter how spiritually vibrant a church may have been at one 

point in history, the attempt to maintain vibrancy by keeping alive 

traditions of one generation eventually moves it from spiritual 

vibrancy to functionality. The irony is that the very attempt to stay 

vibrant by holding onto previous, life-giving modes of worship 

actually creates a functional worship that eventually drains it of its 

spiritual relevance. Maintaining passion in worship over the years 

is hard. It takes compelling leadership, a tremendous level of com-

mitment by members, a clear sense of vision, and a willingness to 

adapt to new situations. When those four elements wane, the ensu-

ing generations end up merely imitating the functions of worship 

and spiritual practices of previous generations. In their attempt to 

hold onto what was, they neglect the experience of the Holy that 

anchored the previous generations' worship. So they imitate the 

forms of worship that led people of the past to the Holy, while 

neglecting the holy passion that led to the creation of those forms. 

In effect, they just stop asking whether what they are doing is 

helping people to sense God's presence in worship. 

Is there an alternative to the functional approach? The alternative 

is to try to restore the spiritual to people’s lives through worship 

by becoming intentional about adapting worship to where people 

are spiritually. Adapting to where people are doesn’t mean that we 

have to placate them. It is a question of simply taking down barri-

ers that interfere with what we are trying to do. To emphasize the 

spiritual in worship means to nurture an awareness that there is 

more to worship and worship practices than their function. To take 

a spiritual approach to worship means to explore, extract, and ex-

press a sense of meaning found in every element of worship, espe-

cially in the mundane aspects of worship. Bringing a spiritual per-

spective into it helps people transcend and reach beyond where 

they are. 

Being intentional means reassessing our practice of 
worship and asking whether what we are offering ac-
tually connects members of each generation with the 
Holy. It means asking a simple question: Do people 
encounter the Holy in our worship services? The 
challenge in restoring the Holy to worship is to rec-
ognize that different people experience the Holy in 
different ways. Churches cannot account for every 
difference, but they can become sensitive to these 
differences and adapt to them. 

 
 

WE LEARN TO 

PRAY...  

 
 

We learn to pray by being 

led in prayer. We commonly think of prayer as what 

we do out of our own needs and on our own initiative. 

We experience a deep longing for God and so we pray. 

We feel an artesian gush of gratitude to God and so 

we pray. But in a liturgy we do not take the initiative; 

it is not our experience that precipitates prayer. 

Someone stands in front of us and says, òLet us pray.ó 

We donõt start it; someone else starts it and we fall 

into step behind or alongside. Our egos are no longer 

front and center.  

This is so important, for prayer by its very nature is 

answering speech. The consensus of the entire Chris-

tian community upholds the primacy of Godõs word in 

everything: in creation, in salvation, in judgment, in 

blessing, in mercy and in grace.  

...when we take our place in a worshipping congregation 

we are not in charge. Someone else has built the place 

of prayer; someone else has established the time for 

prayer; someone else tells us to begin to pray. All of 

this takes place in a context in which the word of God 

is primary; Godõs word audible in scripture and sermon, 

Godõs word visible in baptism and eucharist. This is the 

center in which we learn to pray.  

 

Eugene Petersen 

http://www.alban.org/conversation.aspx?id=2878
http://www.alban.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=450
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Dinner Theater 

Marry Me  

Medieval 

 

6 pm  

Manchester 

Country Club 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Fourth Sunday in 

Lent 
9:00 
Traditional  

Worship 
 

10:30 

Contemporary 
Worship 

 

12 noon 

Focus Group 
 

6:30 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

1 pm 

Knitting Ministry 

 

7 pm 

Worship Team 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

12:00 noon 

Over 50õs  

Fellowship 
 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 

9:00 
Traditional  

Worship 
 

10:30 

Contemporary 
Worship 

 

Fellowship at 

MACC Pantry 

 

6:30 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 
 

 

 

 

CHOIR 

REHEARSAL 
 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

12 noon 

Blood Drive 

TIDINGS 

DEADLINE 

 

 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

PALM/PASSION 

Sunday 
ONE SERVICE 

 

8 am Breakfast at 

SUMC 
 

10:30 
Blended Worship 

 

6:30 
Bible Study 

. 

1 pm 

Knitting Ministry 

 

 

7 pm 

Ad Council 

 

6:30 pm 

UPPER ROOM 

MEAL 

 

 

CHOIR 

REHEARSAL 
 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 
 

 

7pm 

Maundy 

Thursday 
 

 

7 pm 

Good Friday 

 

5ñ8 pm 

Prayer Vigil 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

EASTER  

ONE SERVICE 

 
 

10:30 
Blended Worship 

 

NO SundaySchool 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

CHOIR 

REHEARSAL 
 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 
 

 

12 noon 

Blood Drive 

  



North United Methodist Church 

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

 

Address Service Requested 

Newsletter Staff 

Laurel E. Scott 

Executive Editor 

Irene Fitzgerald 

Managing Editor, Circulation 

NURSERY 

  8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
 

WORSHIP 

  9:00 am  Traditional 

10:30 am  Contemporary 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

10:00 & 11:30 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children attend the beginning of 

the service at 10:30 am and then 

proceed to class following the 

Childrenõs Time.  Classes dismiss 

at 11:45 am. 
 

COMMUNION  

SUNDAYS 

The first Sunday of each month 

is Communion Sunday, at which 

time the children will begin in 

Sunday School classes and then 

attend church with their families 

in corporate worship at the time 

for communion and will remain 

until the conclusion of service. 
 

FIFTH SUNDAYS 

When there are five Sundays in 

a month, that fifth Sunday will be 

one service at 10:30 am. 

For over 200 years, North 

UMC has proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus Christ 

to the people of Manches-

ter CT.   We invite you to 

join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

A warm welcome awaits 

you! 

Phone: 860-649-3696 

E-mail: northchurch@net.net 

Web-Site: http://

numc..axelhouse.com 
 

New England Conference Web-
Site: http://www.neumc.org  

Worship the Lord in the splendor 

of his holiness! 
1 Corinthians 16:29 

North United Methodist  

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT  06042 
 

The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Pastor 

ONE SERVICE * 10:30 AM  

 

Palm Sunday, April 17 
and 

Easter Sunday, April 24 


