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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

Letter  
from the pastor’s desk 

Continued on p. 3 bottom Col.  1 

Mission Focus at 2011 Annual Conference 
This year‟s Annual Conference session held at 
Gordon College in Massachusetts, focused on 
Global Health, one of the four foci areas for the cur-
rent quadrennium (2009-2012) for the United Meth-
odist Church. Held under the theme, Living Side by 
Side: The Broken and the Whole, several mission 
projects highlighted the church‟s need to remain 
faithful to its mandate to Heal the Sick and Feed the 
Hungry.  
The photo at left shows the field of  60 runners and 
walkers at the start of the 5K Walk for the Imagine 
No Malaria Mission Project which raised over 
$3,000. Churches, including NUMC contributed hun-
dreds of pairs of white socks, used cell phones and 
eyeglasses for the Malaria, Domestic Violence, and 
Haiti  Mission Projects respectively. Volunteers also 
packed 50,000 meals for distribution to the hungry. 

Dear NUMC, 
 With worship of God as the focus of the life of 
our congregation, we continued our efforts this past 
month to make decisions regarding our worship offer-
ings. As a result of the focus groups held earlier this 
year, we have concluded that the majority of members 
prefer a single Sunday morning service. But what of 
those who contend that two distinct services gives an 
opportunity to appeal to different tastes in music and 
language? 
 We continue to try to incorporate into worship 
as many different stylistic preferences as possible so as 
to avoid exclude anyone. The answer to the question 
therefore, is that this goal (appealing to  different sets of 
tastes) is still being worked on. We will continue our 
work on this until we are able to accommodate as many 
different tastes as is feasible. 
 So my suggestion is to use this coming year 
beginning in September, to try different approaches and 
time schedules to see what works best for the most of 
us. At our congregational meeting in June, we provided 
three schedule choices for the Sunday morning sched-

ule, and are inviting all to indicate your preferences. If you 
have not “voted” for your schedule of preference, please 
inquire at the office about the ballot and turn in your prefer-
ences so that they may be considered along with the others. 
 This brings me to the schedule. Each of the 
schedules incorporates a time for Adult Christian Education 
and Fellowship. I am making myself available for Christian 
Education classes both before worship and after worship. 
This move is that so everyone will have access to spiritual 
formation and developmental classes, so that both the early 
risers, and those who prefer later classes will have the op-
portunity to participate. 
 The new schedule will mean a change in routine 
for everyone. And as we go into this transition, I ask that we 
remember that our goal is to worship and learn more about 
a generous and abundant God in whom there is no shortage 
of anything good. As we approach this challenge from the 
perspective of wanting to do what God wants for us, we will 
find it easier to relinquish our personal preferences for the 
choice that will be for the greater good and that will bring all 
of us closer to God. So, as we consider our choices we 
should bear in mind the questions: How does this particular 
choice bring me closer to God? How does this particular 
choice help me to serve God and my sisters and brothers in 
the congregation? How does this particular move help me to 
bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the world outside of 
the church? 
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Stewardship corner — Body and Soul: Stewardship that works! 

We all have challenges to body and soul. While we cannot control 
every factor in our lives, we can make choices that support health and 

move us closer to the abundant life God intends for us . . . ." 

With these words, the Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart, pastor of Ep-
worth United Methodist Church in Berkeley, California, preached 
about stewarding the gift of life, including our bodies and souls. She 

envisioned a three-month Pentecost adventure to pursue: 

1. Physical health awareness with positive support for healthy hab-

its and choices; 

2. Spiritual renewal by encouraging prayer, meditation, study and 

service; 

3. Nurture of mental health through reading and conversations; and 

4. Community growth by gathering, knowing, and praying for one 

another. 
 
 Eighty church members participated in small groups of six to eight 
people. Everyone tracked daily points for activities in each of the goal 

areas: water, prayer/meditation, exercise, Bible reading, wellness, fruits 
and vegetables, community, Body of Christ, and a personal health goal. 
Then group leaders turned in their combined group points every week. 
In each small group, members created their own group covenants and 
shared in confidentiality for support and accountability. There was a 
mid-program Check-In event, a Saturday retreat, and a celebration at 

the end. 

"We had amazing pastoral counseling and small-group work," says 
Pastor Odette. "Every person who had a personal goal found a spiritual 
purpose underneath that. . . . There were a lot of wonderful surprises." 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 How does your congregation encourage good stewardship of 

members' bodies and health? 

 What one idea from this program could you adopt or adapt for 
your church? 

by Betsy Schwarzentraub . For more info go to: www.epworthberkley.org 

I'd say it was my most humbling moment ever, join-

ing 37 other civilian natives of Japan, South Korea, 

China, and Philippines in taking the naturaliza-

tion oath. I walked into the courtroom full of strang-

ers, but after the hour long ceremony we were like one 

big family. We sang "God bless America", waving 

our miniature flags. The judge spoke at length 

about history of the flag since June 14, he said, was 

going to be flag day, and he exhorted us on our civic 

duty. Then handed the microphone to each of us to 

say how we felt as new citizens. I didn’t know her 

name or where she was from but one lady asked to 

take a photo with me. We exchanged email addresses 

so I can get  some photos which her family took. My 

favorite moment was when I volunteered to lead in the 

singing of the national anthem. I hope someone 

caught that on camera. I didn’t know the Judge's 

name either but we took some photos together too. My 

greetings to all and again I thank you for your sup-

port. Warmest Wishes.  Kow 

 From its earliest days, immigrants have made America the wonderful nation 
that it is. Except for native Americans, all of us were descended from immigrants to 
this land, so it is now a cliché to say that America is a nation of immigrants. Immigra-
tion  has defined America, which has been variously referred to as “a melting pot” and 
“a mosaic”. That reality continues today even as the nation wrestles with the complexi-
ties of immigration reform. 
 Immigrants like E Kow Degraft Eshun who joined our congregation in 2009, 
continue to become naturalized citizens on a regular basis. On June 26 of this year, 
Kow took his oath of citizenship in California while on shore leave from the U.S. Navy. 
Kow, an architect in his native Ghana, had his name chosen in the visa lottery and 
came to the U.S. in 2009. He walked through the Manchester, CT neighborhood 
where he had come to live after landing a series of temporary and part-time jobs, and 
found North United Methodist Church. A member of the Methodist Church in Ghana, 
he  decided to make NUMC his home. He would walk about two miles to worship with 
this congregation. Members would offer to pick him up and take him home, but he 
preferred to walk, except when it was snowing or raining or late at night. He quickly 
became involved in the life of the church, working the audio sound board, participating 
as a liturgist, and attending bible study. 
 He entered into basic training in July of 2010. He completed basic training 
earlier this year and was assigned to a construction battalion stationed in Guam, that 
responded to the earthquake in Japan. 
 Kow was „adopted‟ by Glen and Elaine Law of our congregation, and he has 
kept regular touch with them during this time. He sent to tell of his experience in be-
coming a US Citizen, sending pictures and a note which is partially reproduced at left. 
The picture shows Kow with the judge who performed the ceremony holding his certifi-
cate of naturalization. 
 NUMC welcomed this stranger  who is related to us through our common 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ into our midst when he came to our doors. We share in 
the joy of his progress and celebrate with him on his journey. He now calls this con-
gregation his faith community. Let us together thank God for God‟s presence in his life 
and his participation in our community. 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 
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Pastor’s letter continued from p.1 

 As I have mentioned previously, God’s answer to our ques-
tions is ‘Yes’. Yes, we can have worship that is vibrant and passion-
ate. Yes, we can have worship that is inclusionary and not exclusion-
ary. Yes we can expand and grow. Yes, we can be fiscally solvent. 
Yes, we can respond to Jesus‟ call to “take the gospel to all nations” 
beginning with the community right outside our doors. 
 Our challenge is how. God has the answers, and those 
answers will be revealed to us as we faithfully seek, ask and knock. 
But we must be persistent. We must be faithfully persistent if we are 
to find our way through the maze of competing ideas and through the 
desert of substantive plans. God has given us all gifts, and no-one of 
us has all the gifts necessary to make the community thrive. That is 
why we need each other. We need each other so that we can share the 
gifts that we have been given for the good of the entire community. 
There will be disagreements about the ways in which we go about our 
work for God, but there should not be a disagreement about what that 
work is. So once we are in agreement about our work (and that should 
not be difficult as it is outlined in God‟s Word) we can gather together. 
As God said through the prophet Isaiah, “Come and let us reason to-
gether.”  
 When we reason together , when we invite God into a Holy 
Conversation, then we can have confidence that at the end of our holy 
deliberations, we will arrive at the place where God wants us to be and 
arrive at decisions that are in line with God‟s will. 
 Our participation  will make sure that we have made our con-
tribution to the decisions that are made. We may not always get our 
individual preferences down to the last detail, but we can be assured 
that having participated we are part of a community that is alive and 
growing.  
 I encourage us to be persistent in wanting to do what is in 
accord with God‟s will, to admit our need for each other and for God 
and to move forward, trusting in God‟s goodness for all of our needs 
met. I encourage all os us to be eager to learn more about the awe-
some God we serve. 
 
    Shalom,   

    Pastor Laurel 

Our delegate to the Annual Conference session this year was 
Deb Tedford. This was Deb‟s first time attending Annual Confer-
ence and she was wowed. The prayers, music, singing, preach-
ing and business activities of the Annual Conference all im-
pressed Deb that the church was indeed alive. She met many 
United Methodists from around the Annual Conference on the 
floor and during meal time. One this page, Deb shares some of 
the highlights of Annual Conference and invites the rest of us to 
go on to the internet to www.neunc.org/business and administra-
tion/2011 Annual Conference to see a fuller reporting of the ac-
tivities of the conference. 
The photo at right on this page shows Deb and Pastor Lau-
rel on the floor of Annual Conference. 

 

 1300 attendees representing the 615 churches in New 
England Annual Conference — the states of Vermont, 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut, east of the river. Thousands more watched 
the live streaming video. 

 Mission  Projects:  50,000 meals assembled 
 5 K Run, Cell phones collected for Domestic Violence Pro-

jects, Eyeglasses collected for Haiti and white socks for No 
More Malaria. 

 6 Elders ordained, 4 commissioned, 12 Local Pastor li-
censes, 121 new pastoral appointments 

 Clergy and Laity delegates and alternates elected to Gen-
eral and Jurisdictional Conference 

 Guest preacher Bishop Minerva Carcaῆo of the Desert 
Southwest Conference spoke on the topic of Following 
Jesus 

 33 Resolutions adopted, including Minimum Cash Salary 
for 2012, and the NE Conference budget of  $26,299.540 

 Rev. Dick Capron of Lexington UMC, Mass, won the 
Zeigler Preaching Award 

 Confirmation candidates participated in the Saturday after-
noon service. 

 Northern Maine District won this year‟s youth penny chal-
lenge 

 Go to www.meumc.org for further details and NEAC News 



USHERS/GREETERS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 
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July 

 

  3rd   Jack Bertrand 

          John Chadwick 

 

10th   Judy Galligan 

          Roger Edinger 

 

17th   Paula Smith 
          John Chadwick 

 

24th   Linda Gates 

         Quent Mangun 

 

31st   Curt Whatley 

         Alfred Brew 

July 

 

  3rd  Jackie Abbott  

 

10th  Barbie Turley  

 

17th  Steve Hadge  

 

24th  Becky Harris 

 

31st  Sherry Thompson 

 
 

August 
 
 

7th    Judy Morton 
 
14th  Tony Adamczyk 
 
21st   Lorrie Rowe 
 
28th  Karen Arendt 
 
 
 
 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as a litur-

gist to contact Diana Cus-

ter at 875-9805. 
 

 

 

Responsibilities of the 
liturgist:  lead responsive 
readings, read the scrip-
ture lesson, and assist 
with communion if as-
signed on the first Sunday 

of the month. 

  

 

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

August 
 
 

7th     Jack Bertrand 
          Paula Smith 

 

14th   John Chadwick 
         Curt Whatley 

 

21st   Linda Gates 
         Quent Mangun 

 

28th   Roger Edinger 

          Maryanna Stephens 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as an usher 

to contact Paula Smith at  

643-6597. 

 

 

 

Responsibilities of Ushers/Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at 

the door, hand out bulletins, count 

attendees, collect the offering, and 
direct people to the altar table on 

Communion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms 

for Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 

30 minutes prior to the start of 

service. 

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a 

quart of whole milk for use with coffee and tea, 

and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.   

 

At the end of service, set aside a plate of snack 

for the pastor on the kitchen island.  Set-up 

coffee to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot 

Chocolate, a pitcher of juice, 2 containers of 

milk, and sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, and 

plates if needed.  Fellowship is served after the 

service.  Clean-up after fellowship time (approx. 

11 am) includes washing out pots and contain-

ers and returning them to their place in the 

kitchen, and wiping down tables in the Memorial 

Room.  If you are interested in volunteer-

ing or have questions, please speak with 

Angela McCartney at 860-533-0413. 

 

I nd i v i dua l s  a nd 

groups are invited to 

please  volunteer and 

sign-up in the Memo-
rial Room to provide 

fellowship refresh-

ments after service 

on Sunday mornings. 
 

Thank you! 

V O L U M E  1 1  I S S U E  7  



  

Our summer meetings will be  
Wednesday, July 6 and August 3 at 12 

noon.  Questions may be directed to 
Linda Gates  at  860-647-9756 

Over 50’s Fellowship 

 

 

July 
 

  3rd   Jan Miller 

             Judy Starkweather 

 

10th   Les VanDine 

             Collins Judd 

 

17th   Jane Hopkins 

             Barbara Judd 

 

24th   Tim LePore 

             Harry Arendt 

 

31st    Les VanDine 

                         Collins Judd 

August 
 
 

7th    Jan Miller 
            Judy Starkweather 

 

14th  Jane Hopkins 
            Barbara Judd 

 

21st  Tim LePore 
            Harry Arendt 

 

28th  Les VanDine 
            Collins Judd 
 

 

 

Responsibilities of Counters:  

Counters work in teams of two 

and are responsible for count-

ing the offering on Sunday 

morning directly following the 

9:30 worship service.   
 

 

Any interested in volunteering 

should contact Jim Glass, Fi-

nance Secretary, at 643-9201. 

Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge the Mem-
ory of a Loved One or to Celebrate a special person or 
occasion.  Forms are available in the Memorial Room to 
make such requests.  If you have any questions or pre-
fer to order by phone, please contact our Flower Stew-
ard, Doris Timbrell at 860-649-6494.    
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It's time to clean out those unwanted, 

but usable, items and get ready for the 

Fall Tag Sale.   

Your tag sale donations can be stored in either of the 

basement rooms across the hall from the Sunday 

School office.  A tag sale sign is on the door.  The dollars 

collected at the sale will again go into the general fund 

to help the expected shortfall in the budget. We DO 

NOT accept clothing, large pieces of furniture, or large 

television sets.  Help out the church as you help clear 

up the clutter in your own storage spaces.   

 
 

TAG SALE  

Saturday, October 1, 2011  

8 am until 12 noon.  

 

Chris Collins, our Music Director, is mak-
ing an invitation to all members of North 
Church to share their musical talent. 

 

Throughout the summer,  

instrumentalists and vocalists  
are invited to provide special  

music for services. 

 

All ages are welcome 
to share their gift.   

 

Sign-up in the Memorial Room.   

 

Please speak 
with Chris if you have questions. 

Show and Tell       

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and 
tell" assignment.  Each student was instructed to bring 
in an object that represented their religion to share 
with the class.  
The first student got up in front of the class and said, 
"My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a 
Star of David."  
The second student got up in front of the class and 
said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a 
Rosary."  
The third student got in up front of the class and said, 
"My name is Tommy. I am Methodist, and this is a cas-
serole."  

The Twenty and the One        A well-worn one-dollar bill and a 
similarly distressed twenty-dollar bill arrived at a Federal Re-
serve Bank to be retired.  
As they moved along the conveyor belt to be burned, they 
struck up a conversation.   
The twenty-dollar bill reminisced about its travels all over the 
country. "I've had a pretty good life," the twenty proclaimed.. 
"Why I've been to Las Vegas and Atlantic City , the finest res-
taurants in New York , performances on Broadway, and even a 
cruise to the Caribbean .."  
"Wow!" said the one-dollar bill. "You've really had an exciting 
life!" "So, tell me," says the twenty, "where have you been 
throughout your lifetime?"  
The one dollar bill replies, "Oh, I've been to the Methodist 
Church , the Baptist Church , the Catholic Church , the Lutheran 
Church .."  
The twenty-dollar bill interrupts, "What's a church?"  



The Knitting Ministry held it's final 
meeting for the season in May.  
The Ministry will resume it's regular 
Monday meetings on September 12, 
2011 at 1:00 pm. New members are 
always welcome.   
You don't have to already know how 

to knit or crochet, we are all are great teachers, and 
we make simple items. 

 

For more information contact:  

Paula Adamczyk  860-646-6609; Sue Derby 860-643-4589; 

Diana Custer 860-875-9805. 

NORTH UMC will host BLOOD DRIVES 
 

 

July 7 and 21 * August 11 and 25 
 

DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED.   CALL 1-800- GIVE LIFE   

(1-800-448-3543) to schedule an appointment. 

Volunteers are needed to monitor the building during the drives.  

Please sign-up in the Memorial Room to help out. 

 

Questions may be directed to Pastor Laurel. 

*REMINDER 

Please wear name tags 

every Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a name tag, 

please note it on the back of your 

attendance slip on Sunday morning 

and one will be made for you. 

Monday, August 15 

Next Issue of TIDINGS is   

SEPTEMBER 

All articles for the  

Summer Issue are due on 
 

MONDAY 

August15 
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JULY 

 

1st   Alfred Brew 
 

3rd  Carter Haynes 
 
 

14th  Joe LeBlanc 
 
 

18th  Kris Pelletier 

 

 

26th  Anita Haynes 
 
 

AUGUST 

 

6th  Gene Turley 

 
 

7th  Glenn Law 

 
 

 

9th Wesley Hadge 

 
 

11th Jamie Ladabouche 

 
 

12th Karen Arendt 

 

 

13th Quent Mangun 

 
 

14th Judy Desautell 

 
 

15th Katie Lynch 

 

 

19th Don Camper 

 
 

21st  Judy Morton 
 
 
 
 

Birthday Blessings to everyone! 

Church Mouse Thrift Shoppe has moved to: 
 

456 ½ Main Street  
(the brown house behind the MACC  

Community Pantry located at 
460 Main Street) 

 

The Thrift Shoppe reopened  

Saturday, June 4th  
at its new location. 



Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-

lowing requests at all worship times.   
 

Please set cell phones to off/silent during 

worship services. 
 

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me-

morial Room.  

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary.   

 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

 

Judy, Bob (friends of Jim Glass)   
Jim (Sue Derby’s father)      
Carole Bookman  Joan Byron 
Doris Ernst       Joan Hopkins 
James Lapenta    Mikayla Gaboury      
June Christensen 
Marian (friend of Grace Didan)     
 
 

Prayers for those suffering with-
Cancer:  
Sheila, Ann, Beth, Elliot, Betty, 
Nick, Rachael, Charlotte, Janet, 
Muriel, Miriam, Anita, Garry, 
Lena, Karin, Jane, Kathryn 

P A G E  7  
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Being Good Stewards of God’s Creation 
Collection boxes have been placed by the exits of the church so that you may 
discard any components of your bulletins and announce-

ments that you have not used or do not care to keep.   
These items will either be reused or recycled. 
Thank you for supporting this “green” ministry! 

PULPIT EXCHANGE 
Pastor Laurel is participating in a Pulpit Exchange (once a month) 
within the local United Methodist church cluster.  Next exchange 

is in June with New Covenant UMC. 

 

 

Along with North UMC, the cluster includes: 
 

South UMC (Manchester)  

 

Rockville UMC 

 

Bolton UMC 

 

Crystal Lake Community UMC (Ellington) 

 

Wesley (East Hartford)  

 

New Covenant (East Hartford)  

 

Vernon UMC 
 

This is a great opportunity to bear witness to the message through vari-

ous preachers who will bring their individual interpretations of the Word. 

 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU  
SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

 

Florence Wollaston is very  
appreciative of all the volunteers 

who helped with North’s last 
shelter week, including the youth 

who provided and served the 
Sunday meal.  

  

Bless You All! 

 
 

July 3 North United Methodist Church                            
 

 July 10  First Congregational Church UCC-South Windsor         

  July 17  St. Bartholomew Church                                             

   July 24  Concordia Lutheran Church                                             

    July 31  United Methodist Church of Bolton   
 

August 7  First Korean Presbyterian Church of Greater Hartford   
 

 August 14  Community Baptist Church                                         
 

  August 21  Wapping Community Church UCC                              
 

   August 28  St. Maurice Church                                        

MACC Prayer Cycle 



    
 

òLittle Beeó - July 31  
òSame Kind of Different As Meó - August 28th  

 

Our first discussion book is:  Little Bee  by Chris Cleave.  We will meet right after 
coffee fellowship.  Bring a bag lunch and join our discussion, facilitated by Jackie Ab-

bott. Little Bee is a dual narrative story about a Nigerian asylum-seeker and a British magazine editor, 
who meet on a beach in Nigeria in a shocking encounter, and are re-united in England two years 
later.  Cleave, inspired as a university student by his temporary employment in an asylum detention cen-
ter,  wrote the book in an attempt to humanize the plight of asylum-seekers in Britain. The novel exam-
ines the treatment of refugees by the asylum system, as well as issues of British colonialism, globalization, political 
violence and personal accountability.  You will be amazed and challenged by the choices Little Bee and Sarah have to 
make. 

 

Our second novel is:  Same Kind of Different As Me, a modern-day slave, an international art dealer and the 
unlikely woman who bound them together. by Ron Hall and Denver Moore- based on a true story.  "A dan-
gerous, homeless drifter who grew up picking cotton in virtual slavery. An upscale art dealer accustomed 
to the world of Armani and Chanel. A gutsy woman with a stubborn dream. A story so incredible no nov-
elist would dare dream it.  It begins outside a burning plantation hut in Louisiana ...and an East Texas 
honky-tonk... and, without a doubt, in the heart of God. It unfolds in a Hollywood hacienda . . . an upscale 

New York gallery . . . a downtown dumpster... a Texas ranch. Gritty with pain and betrayal and brutality, this true 
story also shines with an unexpected, life-changing love."  We will be meeting to discuss our second book right after 

coffee fellowship. Carolyn Gimbrone will facilitate our discussion.  Bring a bag lunch and join us! 
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DOES GOD EXIST ?        
This is one of the best explanations on the Nature of God é 

A man went to a barbershop to have his hair cut and his beard trimmed. As  the barber began to work, they 
began to have a good  conversation. They talked about so many things and various subjects. When they even-
tually touched on the subject of God, the  barber said: 'I don't believe that God exists.'  
'Why do you say that?' asked the customer. 'Well, you just have to go out in the street to realize that God 
doesn't exist. Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick people? Would there be abandoned chil-
dren? If God existed, there would be neither suffering nor pain. I can't imagine a loving God who would allow 
all of these things.'  
The customer thought for a moment, but didn't respond because he didn't want to start an argument. The 

barber finished his job and the customer left the shop.     
Just after he left the barbershop, he saw a man in the street with long, stringy, dirty hair and an  untrimmed   beard. He 
looked dirty and unkempt. The customer turned back and entered the barbershop again. And he said to the barber: 'You 
know what? Barbers do not exist.' 'How can you say that?' asked the surprised barber. 'I am here, and I am a barber. And 
I Just worked on you!''No!' the customer exclaimed. 'Barbers don't exist because if they did, there would be no people with 
dirty long hair and untrimmed beards, like that man outside.' 
'Ah, but barbers DO exist! That's what happens when  people do not come to me.'  'Exactly!' affirmed the customer. 'That's 
the point! God, too, DOES exist! That's what happens when people do not go to Him and don't look to Him for help. That's 
why there's so much pain and suffering in the world.' 

So, now do you think God exists? If you do, tell others!   BE BLESSED & BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS!  
 

PENCILS 
A PENCIL MAKER TOLD THE PENCIL 5 IMPORTANT LESSONS JUST BEFORE PUTTING IT IN THE BOX : 
1) EVERYTHING YOU DO WILL ALWAYS LEAVE A MARK . 
 2) YOU CAN ALWAYS CORRECT THE MISTAKES YOU MAKE. 
   3) WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS WHAT IS INSIDE OF YOU. 
4) IN LIFE , YOU WILL UNDERGO PAINFUL SHARPENINGS, WHICH WILL ONLY 
     MAKE YOU BETTER. 
  5) TO BE THE BEST PENCIL, YOU MUST ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE HELD AND GUIDED BY  
                                THE HAND THAT HOLDS YOU.  
We all need to be constantly sharpened.  This parable may encourage you to know that you are a special person, 
with unique God-given talents and abilities.  Only you can fulfill the purpose which you were born to accom-
plish.  Never allow yourself to get discouraged and think that your life is insignificant and cannot be changed and, 
like the pencil, always remember that the most important part of who you are, is what's inside of you and then al-
low yourself to be guided by the hand of God.  

It's back!  North's summer book club  
will be meeting again this summer.  
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Thank you to everyone who 
continues to purchase. Please 
pass along to others how easy 
it is to participate, and that 
you are donating to the 
church at the same time!  
We’re not asking anyone to 
spend money that they are 
not already spending.   
 

I would like to thank all the “regulars” for  

using the Scrip gift card program.  

Your planning and involvement has made this a  

real success for our church! 

 

SCRIPS 

 

Summer 
Church Office Hours 
June 13ɂSeptember 1 
TuesdayɂThursdays   

 8 amɂ11 am 

June 19ɂSeptember 4 
One-Room Summer Sunday School  

Volunteers are needed to teach.   Concise and 
easy curriculum to follow.  A great opportunity 

to meet our children and learn with them.   
Please sign-up in the Memorial Room. 

 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
One Service at 9:30 am with blended music 

* This schedule will run through to and including September 4. 

 

The MACC Food Pantry  

We especially need: meat soups, beef 

stew, canned meat, pasta sauce, cereal, corn, 

peas, tomatoes, baked beans, baking mixes 

and coffee, diapers sizes 4 & 5, corned beef 

hash, chili with beans, canned white potatoes, 

juice, rice/pasta mixes, jelly, mixed vegetables, 

spinach, clam chowder, peanut butter,  

canned pasta (ravioli, spaghetti & meatballs, 

etc.), condiments, tuna, dry boxed potatoes, 

dry red kidney beans, mayonnaise, gelatin/

pudding mixes, ramen noodles, sugar, green 

beans,  beets, beans (black, 

white, pinto, etc.), chicken 

soup, yams, snacks, hot 

chocolate, pasta, carrots.  
 

 Thanks to all who have 

been faithfully donating! 

FAMILY MOVIE 
Saturday, July 16 * 6:30 pm 

 

The original  
òYours, Mine and Oursó  

Henry Fonda and Lucille Ball. 
 

Youõd be hard pressed to find a bigger family film than 
this chaotic comedy.   Based on a true story of a 
blended family of 18 children, this movie keeps the  
laughs coming.   She has eight kids and he has ten and 
when they tie the knot, anarchy reigns 
as the opposing camps of step-siblings 
do all they can to sabotage each other.  
Through it all , resentment gives way to 
respect and something bigger than any-

one could imagine.  
 

An evening of family fellowship.   
Bring friends and family!   

Snacks and drinks provided. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 
5 pmì7 pm 

Pulled Pork Barbeque  

 

Mark your Calendars and 
please plan to join your 

church family for fellowship and:  

 

Pulled Pork sandwiches, Coleslaw,  
Baked Beans 

 

Cost: free will offering  
 

A sign-up will be available in the memorial 
room during the month of july.   

 

Be sure to invite family, friends, and neighbors.  
 

Questions may be directed to : 
 Anita Haynes 860 -712-9991 or  

 Barbara Judd 860 -643-1758 
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3 4 5 6 7 1 2 

Third Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Communion  
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12:00 noon 

Over 50õs  

Fellowship 
 

 

 

12 pm 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

Church Office  

Closed 

 

8 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Fourth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 

10:30 Fellowship 
 
 

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Fifth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 
 

 

 

 12 noon 

Blood Drive 

Church Office 

Closed 

 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

9:30 

Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

 Church Office 

Closed 

 

31       

Seventh Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 
 

 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 

10:30  

Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

11:00 

Book Group 
“Little Bee” 
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 Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12:00 noon 

Over 50õs  

Fellowship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Eighth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Communion  
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 

 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

 

 

12 pm 

Blood Drive 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Ninth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

TIDINGS 

DEADLINE 

For September 

Issue 
 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 
 

 

 

  Church Office 

Closed 

 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Tenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

9:30 

Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 
12 noon 

Blood Drive 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

28 29 30 31    

Eleventh Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 
 

 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 

10:30  

Fellowship 
 
 
 

11:00 
Book Group 
“Same Kind of  

Different as Me” 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

 
 

   



North United Methodist Church 

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

 

Address Service Requested 

Newsletter Staff 

Laurel E. Scott 

Executive Editor 

Irene Fitzgerald 

Managing Editor, Circulation 

NURSERYñupon request 

  9:15 amñ10:30 am 
 

WORSHIP 

  9:30 am   

  Worship with Blended Music 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

  10:30 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children attend the beginning of 

the service at 9:30 am and then 

proceed to class following the 

Childrenõs Time.  Classes dismiss 

at 10:45 am. 
 

COMMUNION  

SUNDAYS 

 

 

The first Sunday of each month 

is Communion Sunday, at which 

time the children will begin in 

Sunday School classes and then 

attend church with their families 

in corporate worship at the time 

for communion and will remain 

until the conclusion of service. 
 

 

For over 200 years, North 

UMC has proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus Christ 

to the people of Manches-

ter CT.   We invite you to 

join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

A warm welcome awaits 

you! 

Phone: 860-649-3696 

E-mail: northchurch@net.net 

Web-Site: http://

numc..axelhouse.com 
 

New England Conference Web-
Site: http://www.neumc.org  

Worship the Lord in the splendor 

of his holiness! 
1 Corinthians 16:29 

North United Methodist  

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT  06042 
 

The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Pastor 

SUMMER SERVICES  

 

 

One Service ~ 9:30 am 
 

June 5ñSeptember 4 


