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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

Letter  
from the pastor’s desk 

Dear NUMC, 
 Our worship committee has been working on 
getting your thoughts and comments on worship in an 
attempt to make our worship experience more meaning-
ful and inspirational. The focus group part of the process 
is now complete, but making decisions based on the 
information gathered will take some time as we need to 
be careful and led by the Holy Spirit. 
 At the end of the focus group activity, I had the 
opportunity to view the comments that were made. 
Some of them were distinctive, in that they revealed 
some misunderstandings about the church, what it is, 
and what its mission is. Rest assured that my aim in 
making these comments is to help us to come to a com-
mon understanding about our identity and our mission, 
and to open up a dialogue about who we are as follow-
ers of Jesus Christ. 
. These comments are not directed at any individual, as 
individuals participating in the focus groups were not 
identified with their comments. These comments are 
made so that we are reminded of who we are and what 
our mission is, and all arrive at a common understanding 

of who we are as church and why we exist as church. 
 First of all, when we speak about church we 
speak about the body of Jesus Christ. This body of Jesus 
Christ is composed of people throughout the world, in re-
sponse to Jesus’ command to his disciples as recorded in 
Matthew 25:19: ―Go therefore into all the world and make 
disciples of all people.‖  This is traditionally accepted as 
the mission or purpose of the church. The church is the 
body of Jesus Christ in human time and space and is com-
posed of individuals who believe in Jesus Christ as the 
Savior of the world and all that that belief implies. 
 Then, we have the congregation, or local church. 
We belong to the congregation that is called North United 
Methodist Church, located in Manchester, CT, USA. A 
congregation is a gathering of people. It is the act of gath-
ering, of coming together, that makes a congregation. 
What makes a congregation a distinctively Christian con-
gregation is that the purpose of the gathering is to worship 
the God of Jesus Christ, which is the God of Israel, the 
One, True and Living God. In other words, we do not wor-
ship idols or inanimate objects. We do not worship spirits 
or other entities,  and we do not worship ourselves. We 
worship the One who is the source of all Life, all Power, all 
Wisdom. 
 It is impossible to fully define God, who is called 
by many names, simply because we are finite and God is 
infinite. Here is where our faith and trust comes into play. 

 North United Methodist 
Church, represented by three readers 
— Judy Galligan, Judy Morton and 
Pastor Laurel, participated in a Bible 
Reading Marathon, which began on 
Saturday May  and ended on Thurs-
day May 5, the National Day of 
Prayer.  
 The marathon, in which 
participants read the entire bible, was 
sponsored by the Connecticut House 
of Prayer and its intention was to 
literally  bring the Word of God to the 
seat of government. During the mara-
thon, several workers stopped in and 
listened and participated. One State 
Senator also participated in the read-

ing. NUMC had the distinction of having the most senior reader participate. 
The youngest reader (4 years old) came from another congregation in the 
southern part of the state. 

Continued on p. 3 bottom 

Judy Morton reads 
from the Song of Solo-
mon  

Judy Galligan reads 
from the book of  
Proverbs 

View of Bushnell 
park from the North 
steps of the Capitol 
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The MACC Food Pantry  

We especially need: meat soups, beef 

stew, canned meat, pasta sauce, cereal, 
corn, peas, tomatoes, baked beans, 

baking mixes and coffee, diapers sizes 4 

& 5, corned beef hash, chili with beans, 

canned white potatoes, juice, rice/pasta 

mixes, jelly, mixed vegetables, spinach, 

clam chowder, peanut butter,  canned 

pasta (ravioli, spaghetti & meatballs, 

etc.), condiments, tuna, dry boxed pota-

toes, dry red kidney beans, mayonnaise, 

gelatin/pudding mixes, ramen noodles, 

sugar, green beans,  beets, beans (black, 

white, pinto, etc.), chicken soup, yams, 

snacks, hot chocolate, pasta, carrots.  

 

 Thanks to all who have been  

faithfully donating! 

Stewardship corner —  The Ministry of Stewardship 

creation's renewal, and advocate for justice and peace, 
seeking to become better stewards of God's creation. 

Giving generously causes us to reprioritize our lives, 
seeking to offer to God the first and the best of all that 
God has given us and managing all the rest according to 
God's generosity. This is first-fruits living, and our goal 

and cornerstone of discipleship. We can give the first 
and the best of our time each day in devotions and each 
week in worship, the first of our relationships through 

Christian conferencing, and the first of our income 
through tithing and additional percentage giving. Tithing 
-- giving to God's work ten percent of what we have re-

ceived -- is a starting point for our growth in giving. 

At the same time, first-fruits living goes beyond tithing. 

Instead of asking, "What percentage can I give to God?" 
it prompts us to ask, "How little can I live on in order to 
give more to God's work?" In this way, John Wesley is a 
model and a precursor in the call to sim-
pler living. Those who use Bishop Robert 

What would it look like to lead a congregation of joyful, 
generous gospel stewards? Stewardship is what we do 

with what God has entrusted to us. Vibrant Christian 
stewardship includes what we do on God's behalf in our 
relationships; use of time, skills, abilities, and passions; 
management and sharing of possessions; and current and 
planned giving for God's work through the church. 

Such faithful stewardship grows not from obligation or 
membership, but from a grateful response to God's initial 

outpouring love and covenant faithfulness to us. When we 
start with gratitude, we end up living out of God's abun-

dance instead of sinking into scarcity thinking. We nur-
ture generous living in ourselves and others, encouraging 
one another to trust God's empowering work among us. 

Some church participants focus on the natural world as a 
loving gift from God. They form church Green Teams, 
Terra or other care-for-the-earth groups to raise people's 
awareness of our carbon footprint, lift up God's vision for 

Please go to p. 10 

Whether it be ministering in faith, social progress or women in sport, Rev. Kyle W. 
McGaw would be leading the cheering section. Born in Grafton, MA, Kyle earned his 
Bachelors and Master of Divinity degrees at Boston University. Ordained in June, 
1984, he shared his passion for the Gospel as pastor of the Agawam United Methodist 
Church in Agawam, MA and South United Methodist Church in Manchester, CT.  
Most recently, he was a substitute preacher in various churches in the area. An advo-
cate for social justice, Kyle served with the Appalachian Service Project, and for peo-
ple with disabilities. Understanding the power of humor to bridge the gap between 
communities, he attended clown college for two summers as well.  
Kyle's love for his daughters and their sports teams meant he was a constant, vocal 
presence on the sidelines at their games. He passionately supported their teams, 
particularly Trinity College's Women's Ice Hockey, the Village Lions Rugby Football 
Club and Smith College's Soccer Team. A pioneer of a bone marrow transplant proto-
col, he received treatment at Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, MA, beginning in 
1987. There he met his medical advocates and close friends Grace Clark and Dr. Len 
Zon. Kyle passed away on May 25, 2011 in Manchester, CT.  
Predeceased by his father, Wilbert, Kyle is survived by wife Corinne Colman and 
daughters Celia Colman-McGaw and Caitlyn Colman-McGaw. His extended family 
includes mother Flora, sister Caryl and husband Gary Dlugy, sister Kristyl and hus-
band Jim Downey , brother Clay and wife Robin Tremblay-McGaw, nieces and neph-
ews, and brother-in-law Kevin Colman. 

The Reverend Kyle McGaw was or-
dained an elder in the United Methodist 
Church in 1984. Prior to a debilitating 
illness, he served churches in South 
Agwam and Man- chester, CT. During 
the past eight years, Kyle served as Min-
ister of Visitation and occasional preacher 
at North United Meth- odist Church and 
preached at area churches including 
Wesley, East Hart- ford and Vernon 
UMC’s. 

Kyle with daughters Caitlyn and Celia 
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We need to be able to trust God where we cannot trace God. 
 One comment that stood out among the comments is the 
following: ― Who are these mythical people who have decided what we 
need to be? We are okay.‖ I’d like to respond to that comment. While I 
acknowledge the nod to modern psychology which says that we are all 
okay (and we are in the ideal realm, the realm of spirit) the truth is that 
we do not behave that way. 
 God through Jesus and the prophets initially, and throughout 
the ages through spiritual leaders, has required God’s people to con-
stantly repent (change our thinking and then our behavior) because we 
keep slipping back into old ways of behaving. There are so many bibli-
cal references to the need for acknowledging our mistakes and chang-
ing our lives that they would take up this entire newsletter and probably 
even more space if we were to list them all. Our need for change is the 
purpose that Jesus lived the life he did. Our need for change is the 
reason God continues to send prophets and leaders, until we are per-
fected. Our need for change is one of the reasons that we gather as a 
congregation so that we may be reminded of who God calls us to be. 
Self-reflection is a critical part of becoming the people God wants us to 
be and the process of becoming is continuous. 
 Another comment regarded responsive readings. I’d like to 
respond to that comment as well. ―Responsive readings — don’t care 
for it at all; to me it is ―garbage in —garbage out‖; don’t get the feel for 
it.‖ 
 Garbage in garbage out is another way of saying you get out 
of anything what you put in to it. Nothing more. Nothing less. Or as 
Jesus said, ―As you sow, so shall you reap‖. If we approach worship as 
a bother, as boring, as useless, that is exactly what we will get out of it. 
If, on the other hand, we look forward with excitement to the act of wor-
ship, we will get the satisfaction of the experience of having partici-
pated in the community act of worship, which is an exceptional effect 
that cannot adequately be expressed with words.  
 Responsive readings are part of the liturgy (the work of the 
people) and have been a part of the Christian tradition that extends 
back to its Jewish roots. The aim is to involve everyone in the congre-
gation to participate in the prayer or song of praise or whatever we are 
doing responsively. And worship is not the only place that responsive 
readings or responses are done in a group. I’ve done them I school, in 

the theatre and other places. Having a conversation is responsive! 
 Finally, about communion. Some people wanted more com-
munion. Others felt that ―communion was not necessary‖ at our Christ-
mas Eve service.  Ten years ago, the United Methodist Church com-
pleted a denomination wide-study on Holy Communion, called ―This Holy 
Mystery‖, concluding that, generally, more United Methodists wanted 
more opportunities for participation in communion than not. The results 
of that study and the ensuing General Conference allowed the use of 
wine in our Communion given certain other conditions. 
 Communion is at the heart of our faith. Early Christian commu-
nities participated in communion at least once per week and religious 
communities once per day. The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, 
encouraged his members to participate in communion daily, if possible. 
Jesus encouraged his followers to ―do this as often as you do in remem-
brance of me‖. Communion is known in the United Methodist Church as 
one of two Sacraments (the other is Baptism) and is one of the ―means 
of grace‖, an opportunity as we are truly open to the movement of God’s 
Spirit, for us to be in direct communion with God. Not only is it neces-
sary, it is essential for Christians. 
 Let’s take a close look at the words community and commun-
ion. Included in these words are the words common (meaning shared) 
unity and union, (also united and universe). The concept of community 
and sharing is at the heart of our faith. The remembrance of Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection is also at the heart of our faith. Communion is 
necessary to our faith. I invite you to read the complete text of This Holy 
Mystery which is available on the internet. 
 Going forward, I intend to share and comment on some other 
thoughts that were expressed during the focus groups, since one person 
may make a comment, but there may be several others who may be 
thinking along the same lines. 
 As we do this, we will open up the bible and the guidelines of 
our denomination, which are derived from the scriptures and illuminated 
by tradition, reason and experience, so that we may arrive at a common 
understanding (there’s that word again) of what it is God wants us to do, 
how God wants us to stretch and grow and change and be transformed 
into His image. The call to discipleship is a call to transformation, a call 
to sacrifice and a call to sharing with others. ―Come, and let us reason 
together, says the Lord!‖ Shalom.   

    Pastor Laurel 

Pastor’s letter continued from p.1 

 
Archer Summers was born Dec. 31, 1959 
in Parkersburg, West Virginia, to (the late) 
K.B. Summers and M. Elaine Archer Sum-
mers. He graduated from Georgetown 
University with a BA in Classics and later 
returned to complete a law degree. He also 
graduated from Harvard University with two 
masters and a doctorate in divinity and 

education.  
Rev. Summers was a member of the 

Washington State Bar Association and served on the Washington State Board 
of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education. He also was a member of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Bar and was admitted to practice before the United States 
Supreme Court – but chose a life in ministry in order to fulfill a childhood 
dream, his family says.  
"In a life too short, Archer accomplished a tremendous amount," his obituary 
read. "Amazingly, Archer traveled to all seven continents by the age of 24. He 
was the greatest dad to two extraordinary children. He served as a Methodist 

minister to churches in Maine, Connecticut, and California. He spoke and read 
Hebrew, Russian, Greek, Latin, and some Korean to impress his in-laws. 
Archer was a Program Manager of the USDA Graduate School (America's 
largest continuing education program). He received a Congressional award 
for his inspired work to promote peace in the Middle East, and in 2008 was 
given the Unsung Hero award from the San Francisco Jewish Community 
Relations Council.  
 "Archer will be forever remembered as a loving father and husband, [and] for 
his positive spirit, gentle manner, undying faith in God, and overall love of life. 
[He] was an inspiration to everyone he met … His brilliant sermons inspired 
and enthralled congregants wherever he served and his ethical insights taught 
so many so much." 
 In the California-Nevada Annual Conference Rev. Summers served as pastor 
of St. Mark's UMC in Orinda from July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2005; and as pas-
tor of First UMC of Palo Alto, July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2009, before being 
appointed to Burlingame UMC. 
 
Rev. Summers was pastor of North United Methodist Church from 2000 — 
2002 

THE REV. L. ARCHER  SUMMERS 



USHERS/GREETERS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 
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9:30 am 

5th  Roger Edinger 

      John Chadwick 
 

 

12th Tim and Dianne 

        LePore 

 

19th  Pam and Bruce   
        Putinas 
 

26th  Paula Smith 

        Pat Smith 

9:30 am 

 

 

  5th   Steve Hadge 
 

 

 

 

12th   Vickie Hadge 

 

19th   Judy Morton 
 

 

26th  Tony Adamczyk 
 

 

 

 
 

We welcome anyone in-

terested in serving as a 

liturgist to contact Diana 

Custer at 875-9805. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsibilities of the 
liturgist:  lead responsive 
readings, read the scrip-
ture lesson, and assist 
with communion if as-
signed on the first Sunday 

of the month. 

  

 

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as an usher 

to contact Paula Smith at  
643-6597. 

 

 

 

Responsibilities of Ushers/Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at 

the door, hand out bulletins, count 

attendees, collect the offering, and 
direct people to the altar table on 

Communion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms 

for Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 

30 minutes prior to the start of 

service. 

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a 

quart of whole milk for use with coffee and tea, 

and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.   

 

Between services, set aside a plate of snack for 

the pastor on the kitchen island.  Set-up coffee 

to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot Chocolate, 

a pitcher of juice, 2 containers of milk, and 

sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, and plates if 

needed.  Fellowship is served after each service.  

Clean-up after fellowship time (approx. 12 pm) 

includes washing out pots and containers and 

returning them to their place in the kitchen, and 

wiping down tables in the Memorial Room.  If 

you are interested in volunteering or have 

questions, please speak with Angela 

McCartney at 860-533-0413. 

 

I nd i v i dua l s  a nd 

groups are invited to 

please  volunteer and 

sign-up in the Memo-
rial Room to provide 

fellowship refresh-

ments between and 

after services on Sun-

day mornings. 
 

Thank you! 
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Our next meeting will be  
Wednesday, June 1 at 12 noon. 
Questions may be directed to 
Linda Gates  at  860-647-9756 

Over 50’s Fellowship 

COUNTERS 
5th   Liz Twarkins 

        Kris Pelletier 
 

 

12th  Jan Miller 

  Judy Starkweather 

 

 

 

19th  Barbara Judd 

        Jane Hopkins 

 

 

26th  Tim LePore 

       Harry Arendt 
 

 

 

Responsibilities of Counters:  Counters 

work in teams of two and are responsible 

for counting the offering on Sunday 

morning directly following the 10:30 wor-

ship service.   

 

Any interested in volunteering should 

contact Jim Glass, Finance Chair, at 643-

9201. 

Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge the Mem-
ory of a Loved One or to Celebrate a special person or 
occasion.  Forms are available in the Memorial Room to 
make such requests.  If you have any questions or prefer 
to order by phone, please contact our Flower Steward, 
Doris Timbrell at 860-649-6494.    
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YOU TOOK MY PARKING SPACE AT CHURCH ! 
One day, a man went to visit a church. He got there early, parked his car and got out. Another car pulled up near him. 
The driver got out and said, "I always park there! You took my place!"  
 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the church ap-
proached him and stated, "That's my seat! You took my place!" The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude wel-
come, but said nothing.  
 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member walked up to him and said, 
"That's where I always sit! You took my place!" The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still He said 
nothing.  
 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood up, and his appearance began 
to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. Someone from the congregation no-
ticed him and called out, "What happened to you?"  
 

The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns and a tear fell from his eye, "I took your place."  
 

When you read this, say a prayer. That's all you have to do. There is nothing attached. This is powerful.  Maybe, just 
maybe, we can get the world to start thinking of who took our place. Also, ever wonder, who really is that stranger 
that came to church this morning? 

LITANY FOR FATHER’S DAY ~ JUNE 19 
For fathers everywhere, who have given us life and love, that we may show them respect and love.  Holy God, hear this 
prayer for our fathers.  *  For fathers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and 
their family and friends support and console them  Holy God, hear this prayer for our fathers that mourn.  *  For men, 
though without children of their own, acted like a fathers and have nurtured and cared for us.  Holy God, hear this 
prayer for our father figures.  *  For step-fathers who have assumed that role with love and joy, who have loved the 
children of another as their own, and created a new family.  Holy God, hear this prayer for step-fathers.  *  For adop-
tive fathers, who have claimed the orphan and loved the once unwanted as a precious gift from God.  Holy God, hear 
this prayer for adoptive fathers.  *  For fathers who have been unable to be a source of strength, who have not re-
sponded to the needs of their children, and have not sustained their families.  Holy God, have mercy on absentee fa-
thers.  *  For fathers who struggle with temptation, violence, or addiction.  For those who do harm, and for those 
whom they have harmed.  Holy God, have mercy on fathers that struggle.  *  For new fathers, full of hope.  For long-
time fathers, full of wisdom.  For the fathers yet to be, and fathers soon to be.  Holy God, hear our prayer for the fa-
thers of your Church.  *  For those that have shaped our lives without claim of family or kinship.  For those who have 
taught us, guided us, shaped us and molded us into servants of Christ our Lord.  Holy God, hear our prayer for the fa-
thers of our faith.   *  God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things.  Bless these men, that they may be 
strengthened as Christian fathers.  Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and 
daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.  Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

“Prayer for Father’s Day.” has been adapted by Robb McCoy from the United Methodist Book of Worship, page 441. 



The Knitting Ministry held it's final meeting for the season on Monday, May 16, 2011.  

  

We will meet in the church parking lot on Monday, June 6 at 11:00 am and carpool to 
Whole Foods in Glastonbury for an end of season Luncheon Buffet.   
 

The Ministry will resume it's regular Monday meetings on September 12, 2011 at 
1:00 pm. New members are always welcome.  You don't have to already know how to 
knit or crochet, we are all are great teachers, and we make simple 
items. 

 
 

For more information contact: Paula Adamczyk  860-646-6609;  

                               Sue Derby 860-643-4589; Diana Custer 860-875-9805. 

NORTH UMC will host BLOOD DRIVES 
 

 

June 9 and 23 
 

DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED.   CALL 1-800- GIVE LIFE   

(1-800-448-3543) to schedule an appointment. 

Volunteers are needed to monitor the building during the drives.  

Please sign-up in the Memorial Room to help out. 

 

Questions may be directed to Pastor Laurel. 

*REMINDER 

Please wear name tags 

every Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a name tag, 

please note it on the back of your 

attendance slip on Sunday morning 

and one will be made for you. 

Wednesday, June 15 

Next Issue of TIDINGS is   

JULY/AUGUST 

All articles for the  

Summer Issue are due on 
 

Wednesday 

June 15 
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2nd   Becky Harris 
 

3rd  Dottie Ouillette 
 

5th  Collins Judd 
 

11th  Sue Hadge 

Mary Lou Levitt 
 

12th  Shane Gilligan 
 

15th  Brendan Harris 
Cathy Smith 

 

16th  Carole Williamson 
 

19th  Elena Arendt 

22nd  Kayle Gagnon 
 

26th  Anita Haynes 
 

Birthday Blessings to everyone! 

Church Mouse Thrift Shoppe is MOVING to: 
 

456 ½ Main Street  
(the brown house behind the MACC  

Community Pantry located at 
460 Main Street) 

 

The Thrift Shoppe will be closed for two weeks 
beginning Saturday, May 21,  

and will reopen on  

Saturday, June 4th  
at its new location. 



Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-

lowing requests at all worship times.   
 

Please set cell phones to off/silent during 

worship services. 
 

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me-

morial Room.  

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary.   

 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

 

Judy, Bob (friends of Jim Glass)   
Jim (Sue Derby’s father)      
Carole Bookman  Joan Byron 
Doris Ernst       Joan Hopkins 
James Lapenta    Mikayla Gaboury      
June Christensen 
Marian (friend of Grace Didan)     
 
 

Prayers for those suffering with-
Cancer:  
Sheila, Ann, Beth, Elliot, Betty, 
Nick, Rachael, Charlotte, Janet, 
Muriel, Miriam, Anita, Garry, 
Lena, Karin, Jane, Kathryn 
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Being Good Stewards of God’s Creation 
Collection boxes have been placed by the exits of the church so that you may 
discard any components of your bulletins and announce-

ments that you have not used or do not care to keep.   
These items will either be reused or recycled. 
Thank you for supporting this “green” ministry! 

PULPIT EXCHANGE 
Pastor Laurel is participating in a Pulpit Exchange (once a month) 
within the local United Methodist church cluster.  Next exchange 

is in June with New Covenant UMC. 

 

 

Along with North UMC, the cluster includes: 
 

South UMC (Manchester)  

 

Rockville UMC 

 

Bolton UMC 

 

Crystal Lake Community UMC (Ellington) 

 

Wesley (East Hartford)  

 

New Covenant (East Hartford)  

 

Vernon UMC 
 

This is a great opportunity to bear witness to the message through vari-

ous preachers who will bring their individual interpretations of the Word. 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear Friends of North 

Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your 

many cards, prayers, con-

cerns, visits & well wishes 

during my recent surgery 

for my kidney trans-

plant.  All is going well, as 

is my donor daughter, 

Sharon,  and I am most ap-

preciative of all of your sup-

port and caring love. 

 

Sincerely,  

Pam Craparotta 

 
 

June 5 Colonial Point Christian Church  

                                  

 June  12 Riverfront Family Church  

                                    

  June  19 First Church of Christ Congregational  
      UCC Glastonbury   
 

   June  26 Korean Presbyterian Church of  

       Greater Hartford   
July 3 North United Methodist Church                          

 July 10  First Congregational Church UCC-South Windsor      
  July 17  St. Bartholomew Church                                         

   July 24  Concordia Lutheran Church                                        
    July 31  United Methodist Church of Bolton                       

    

MACC Prayer Cycle 



    

WORSHIP Focus Group Meetings 
 
Worship Focus Group meetings have concluded with a total of 64 people par-
ticipating.  The Worship Team is thankful for your thoughts and ideas as we 
plan for a Fall Worship Schedule. 
 

Responses have been recorded and are being reviewed.  A recommendation will 
be made to the Administrative Council based on your input.  Results will be shared with the congrega-
tion following that meeting. 
 

The Worship Team has done their best to make several invitations to all active members and constitu-
ents.  If we inadvertently missed you, we apologize.  Your input is valued and you may still participate 
by contacting the church office (860-649-3696 or northchurch@snet.net) to let us know and the Pastor 
will give you a call to hear your thoughts and ideas. 
 

Thank you for your participation, patience and commitment through this important process. 
 

P A G E  8  
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WHAT EQUALS 100% 
What does it mean to give MORE than 100%? 

Ever wonder about those people who say they are giving more than 100%? 
We have all been in situations where someone wants you to give over 100%. 

How about achieving 101%? 
What equals 100% in life? 

 

Here’s a little mathematical formula that might help you answer these questions. 

 

If: 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

 

Is represented as: 
1 2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26 

 
Then: H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K 

8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98% 
 
 

And: K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E 
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96% 

 
 

But: A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E 
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100% 

 
 
 
 

And, look how far the love of God will take you 
 

L-O-V-E-O-F-G-O-D 
2+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101% 

 
Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that: 

 

While HARDWORK and KNOWLEDGE will get you close, 
and ATTITUDE will get you there,  

it’s the LOVE OF GOD that will put you over the top! 
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Gift Card sales were up sig-
nificantly in November and 
December.  Thank you to 
everyone who purchased.  
Please pass along to others 
how easy it is to participate, 

and that you are donating to the church at the same 
time!  We’re not asking anyone to spend money that 
they are not already spending.   
 

Please do NOT focus on the individual store 

percentages and base decisions on that.  Sim-

ply check the SCRIP list for participating 

stores, and please plan to purchase a gift card 

before your next visit to that store.   
 

Some FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions) with answers: 

Are these the only companies to choose from:  
No.  There are approximately 550 different companies 

that participate in this program.  The list is available at 

the Scrip table after services.  You can also go online 

to www.shopwithscrip.com to take a look at the different 

companies.  While online you can enroll in the program, 

keep reading for details. 
What’s the catch?  There is no catch.  These compa-

nies offer gift cards and pay a percentage of the purchase 

price as a donation to non-profit organizations.  The only 

thing you must remember is that the gift cards are avail-

able in certain denominations.  We have a print-out at the 

Scrips table so that it can be looked up. 

Does it cost me any more?  Absolutely not.  I 

keep telling people this is ògiving without givingó because 

you get the full price of what you are paying on the gift 

card.  If you purchase a ShopRite card for $25.00 then 

the card is worth $25.00 at that establishment.  We take 

your check for $25 and deposit it and they debit our 

account for each gift card less each percentage that each 

company offers.  So, we are not only getting the per-

centage, but we donõt have to wait for the money to be 
sent back to us! 
Do we have any gift cards available for imme-

diate purchase?  Yes!  We are now carrying some 

inventory for instant gratification.   
How do I pay for the gift cards?  You write a 

check for your entire purchase to North United Meth-

odist Church.  You may want to write òscrips or gift 

cardsó in the memo for your own record keeping. 
Can I pay with a credit card?  No.  Iõm sorry, but 
we arenõt able to accept credit or debit cards for the 

Scrip program. 
Can I order on-line:  Yes!!!!!  Please visit 

www.shopwithscrip.com and enroll your family and 

use the following code:  34ECFECD22752 when 

enrolling.  You can order your gift cards in your 

home and Anita Haynes will add them to the weekly 

order.  You will owe the money when you pick up 

your cards.  Anita orders the gift cards Monday 

mornings so that we will receive the shipment for 

the next Sunday.   

If anyone has any additional questions, please do not 

hesitate to talk to Anita Haynes in the Memorial 

Room after each service or call 860-712-9991.  
 

I would like to thank all the “regulars” for 

using the Scrip gift card program.  

Your planning and involvement has made this a 

real success for our church! 

 

 

SCRIPS 
 

 

 
ALL-CHURCH WORK DAY A SUCCESS! 

 
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Trustees All-Church Work Day.   

A lot of effort went into cleaning up the grounds, painting, cleaning,  
and repairing the church.  

  
Although there are always a few tasks left to do,  

it's always a good feeling to head into spring looking our best. 
 

Thank you, Thank you, THANK YOU! 
 

Jan Miller for the Board of Trustees  

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://www.shopwithscrip.com


 

 Worship Schedule June 
     

June 5 ~ Summer Single Service Schedule begins ~  
One Service at 9:30 am with blended music 

 * This schedule will run through to and including September 4. 
 

There will be blended services of Chanel and PrISM Choirs on June 5 and 12. 
 * June 5 will be the last day of Sunday School Classes. 
 * June 12 will be Youth and Education Sunday.   
  * Youth will lead the service along with Youth Leaders: Tim McLaughlin and  
                               Charlene Sullivan.   
                            * There will also be Teacher Recognition, Graduate Recognition, and  
                   presentation of Bibles to Third Graders.   
                            ɕ ,ÁÓÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÎÃÅÌ #ÈÏÉÒȭÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 
 

June 19 ~ will begin the One-Room Summer Sunday School  
Volunteers are needed to teach.   Concise and easy curriculum to follow.   

A great opportunity to meet our children and learn with them.   
Please sign-up in the Memorial Room. 

 

June 26 ~ ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK  
and Congregational Meeting  

directly following the service. 
Sign up in the Memorial Room and bring something to share. 

 
 

 

SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
June 13ɂSeptember 1 

TuesdayɂThursdays  *  8 amɂ11 am 

P A G E  1 0  

At the same time, first-fruits living goes beyond tithing. 

Instead of asking, "What percentage can I give to 
God?" it prompts us to ask, "How little can I live on in 
order to give more to God's work?" In this way, John 

Wesley is a model and a precursor in the call to simpler 
living. Those who use Bishop Robert Schnase's re-
sources on "extravagant generosity" find helpful guide-

lines for congregations and for the personal joy of giv-
ing. 

Whether we use the word "stewardship" or 

"generosity,ò it is crucial to speak the language of each 
generation, particularly engaging children and youth. 
This includes highlighting not only abundance as well as 
sacrifice, but also personal meaning, life/work balance, 
and the importance of community. Various social me-

dia, as well as hands-on ministry, are essential commu-

nication channels. 

All of these aspects of nurturing generous living lead to 
year-round stewardship in the life of the congregation, 
where pastors and lay leaders work collaboratively to raise 
awareness and offer opportunities for engagement. It is 
especially important to invite worshipers to participate in 

small-group life, testing their beliefs with personal experi-
ence and group accountability. Teaching stewardship be-
gins with young children and leads into youthful years. 
People of all ages are drawn into stewardship through par-
ticipation in hands-on mission, and all ages benefit from a 
sense of personal connection in our wider, shared ministry 

of apportionment giving. 

Continued from p. 2. Reprinted with permission from umfne 

web site. Author is Betsy Schwarzentraub 
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12:00 noon 

Over 50õs  

Fellowship 
 

CHOIR 

REHEARSAL 
 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
ONE SERVICE 

 

Communion  
 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 

10:30 Fellowship 
 
 

 

6:30 
Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

LAST CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

12 pm 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Day of Pentecost 

 
 
9:30 

Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

6:30 

Bible Study 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Worship Team 

 

 
 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 
 

 

 

TIDINGS 

DEADLINE 

For Summer  

July/August Issue 

 

 Church Office 

Closed 

 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

First Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

9:30 

Blended Worship 
 
10:30 Fellowship 
 
 
 

6:30 

Bible Study 

Church Office 

Closed 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 
12 noon 

Blood Drive 
 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

26 27 28 29 30   

Second Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 
 

 

9:30 
Blended Worship 
 

10:30  

Potluck and  
Congregational  
Meeting 
 

 
 

6:30 

Bible Study 

Church Office 

Closed 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

 
 

   

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Gordon College, MA 



North United Methodist Church 

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

 

Address Service Requested 

Newsletter Staff 

Laurel E. Scott 

Executive Editor 

Irene Fitzgerald 

Managing Editor, Circulation 

NURSERYñupon request 

  9:15 amñ10:30 am 
 

WORSHIP 

  9:30 am   

  Worship with Blended Music 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

  10:30 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children attend the beginning of 

the service at 9:30 am and then 

proceed to class following the 

Childrenõs Time.  Classes dismiss 

at 10:45 am. 
 

COMMUNION  

SUNDAYS 

 

 

The first Sunday of each month 

is Communion Sunday, at which 

time the children will begin in 

Sunday School classes and then 

attend church with their families 

in corporate worship at the time 

for communion and will remain 

until the conclusion of service. 
 

 

For over 200 years, North 

UMC has proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus Christ 

to the people of Manches-

ter CT.   We invite you to 

join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

A warm welcome awaits 

you! 

Phone: 860-649-3696 

E-mail: northchurch@net.net 

Web-Site: http://

numc..axelhouse.com 
 

New England Conference Web-
Site: http://www.neumc.org  

Worship the Lord in the splendor 

of his holiness! 
1 Corinthians 16:29 

North United Methodist  

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT  06042 
 

The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Pastor 

SUMMER SERVICES  

 

 

One Service ~ 9:30 am 
 

June 5ñSeptember 4 


