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See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10
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VOLUME 12 ISSUE |

New Year Blessinmngs

JANUARY 2012

0D

Moving forward with the power of two in 2012. Here are some suggestions for multiplying your

God-given power in 2012. Results are both immediate and long term:

e If you are not praying every day, start to pray each day for TWO minutes. If you already
pray each day, add two minutes to your prayer time.

e Read two chapters of the bible daily. (Bibles are available from NUMC is you don’t have
one) If you’re already reading, add two chapters.

e Skip a cup of coffee and add the two dollar cost to your offering. While you’re at it, skip a
second cup and put $2 into your savings account.

e Deep breathe for two minutes, meditate and/or exercise for 20 minutes.

e Buy two of an item and give one away

See what other x2 actions you can think of and share them with others.

Letter from
the Pastor’s
Desk

Dear NUMC,

Greetings to you all in this new
year. We look forward to the many op-
portunities we know will be presented
to us to grow and expand, to reach

higher and to realize our dreams in
2012.

Leaving the past behind us, for
that is where it is, we look forward to
improvements in our lives. We can
bring the lessons of past years with us,
as part of the guide to our future, but
we are well advised to leave the disap-
pointments, hurts and setbacks in the
past where they belong. These negatives
only serve to retard us, to drag us

down and keep us from our destiny. On the
other hand we also cannot bring the good
times with us, we can bring the memories of
those good times and these memories serve
the purpose of inspiring us, of moving us for-
ward, of helping us to cope with difficult
situations which we will surely face.

So in this time of resolutions, we can
determine to leave the negative experiences
of the past behind and bring with us into our
future only those things that will lift us up
and move us forward.

One of the memories we can take
with us into the future to inspire us as a
community is the unexpected ways in which
God has blessed us during this year. Al-
though we still face a challenge with regard
to our finances, God continues to surprise
us with gifts. We can take this as a sign, an
indication that God cares for us and pro-
vides for us, even when we are unaware of
it. God still works, in an efficient economic

| Continued on p. 2 bottom |




2011 PICTURE REVIEW

Church picnic and outdoor worship, Summer; Baptism in the brook, Summer; at right,
Judy Galligan at the Bible reading Marathon in Hartford, Old State House, Spring

Kow became a US citizen and

served on the island of Guam Sanctuary full at Easter, left;
helping with the Japanese earth- and a new boiler kept us warm
quake victims. all winter.
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STIE WA IRIDSIHP

Year Round Stewardship invites us to look holistically
at all God's blessings and our management of those gifts
on God's behalf. The following story reminds us of the
power in the way we view things, especially 1n this sea-
son of anticipation and wonder.

PERSPECTIVE IS EVERYTHING

The father of an extremely wealthy family took
his son on a trip to spend a few days on a farm of what
would normally be considered a very poor family. The
purpose of the trip was for his son to learn and experi-
ence how the poverty-stricken live.

On the way home from their time spent with
this "poor" family, the father asked his son, "So, how was
the trip?"

"Oh, 1t was great, Dad."

"Do you understand how poor live?" the father
asked.

"Yep," replied the son.

OK. Then tell me what you learned."

The son answered: "Well, we have one dog, but
they have four. We have a pool that reaches to the mid-
dle of our garden, but they have a creek with no end.

We have lanterns i our garden, but they have
shiny stars at night. Our patio reaches to the front yard,
but they have the whole horizon. We live on a small
piece of land and they have endless fields that go be-
yond our sight. We have people to serve us, but they
serve others. We buy our food, but they grow theirs.

We have fences around our house to protect
us, they have friends to protect them."

Perspective 1S Everything...

STEWARDSHIP QUOTLES

"He who gives when he 1s asked has waited to long." -
Sunshine Magazine

"It 1s the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing be-
cause you can only do little - do what you can." -
Sydney Smith

"I have found the paradox that if I love until it hurts,
then there i1s no hurt, but only more love." -
Mother Theresa

"How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to improve the world." -
Anne Frank

All quotes taken from www.quotegarden.com

owne of our
students writes....

| have learned so
much at youth group and
it’s helped me so much in
school. Youth group has |
helped me to practice good
behaviors and morals
rather than bad ones. It
has taught me how to respect myself and others,
treat people the way | want to be treated, be kind,
and have compassion.

In college it is especially hard to resist bad
temptations which many give into but with the les-
sons that youth group has taught me | am able to
be my own person and put God before myself and
others. | appreciate all that youth group has done
for me and all the valuable life lessons | have taken
from it. | appreciate North United Methodist
Church and everything that | have learned and the
people | have met during my time growing up
here. | thank God for all of you.

Stephanie Brew. November 27, 201 |
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LITURGISTS

JANUARY

i

We welcome anyone
interested in serving as
a liturgist to contact

Readers &
P Ist

Karen Arendt

USHERS /GREETERS

JANUARY

Ist Roger Edinger,
Curt Whatley, Linda Gates

8th Cindy Lepack, Becky

Responsibilities of Ush-
ers/Greeters:

Welcome members and
visitors at the door, hand
out bulletins, count at-
tendees, collect the of-

8th
Jim Glass

15th

Diana Custer at
860-875-9805.

Responsibilities of the

Harris, Roger Edinger

fering, and direct people
to the altar table on
Communion Sunday.

15th Wayne Canipe, Al-
fred Brew, Roger Edinger

Be available to answer

Lorrie Rowe

22nd
Caleb Cadman

29th
Vickie Hadge

JANUARY

Ist
Barbara Judd
Heidi Lenhardt

8th
Tim LePore
Harry Arendt

15th
Les VanDine
Collins Judd

OFFERING
OUNTERS

22nd
Jan Miller
Judy Starkweather

liturgist: lead respon-
sive readings, read the
scripture lesson, and
assist with communion
if assigned on the first

Sunday of the month.

22nd Tim and Dianne
LePore, Roger Edinger

questions of visitors,
show them to class-
rooms for Church
School.

29th Judy/Jason Stark-
weather, Jack Bertrand,

Roger Edinger

Ushers/Greeters
should arrive 30 min-
utes prior to the start
of service.

29th
Barbara Judd
Heidi Lenhardt

DECEMBER
Responsibilities of Cpunt— Trustee Members
ers: Counters work in
teams of two and are re-
sponsible for counting the
offering on Sunday morn-
ing directly following the

worship service.

Any interested in volun-
teering should contact Jim

Glass, Finance Secretary, { il
at 643 - 92 0 1 . “Fony Ber Zhes eariectnvamy. Ky Bre Bl kizehen,
Feasy T Thier e fizses, ooz, nies Keay Tos thes €lagelem,

Individuals and
groups are invited to
please volunteer and
sign-up in the Memo-
rial Room to provide
fellowship  refresh-
ments after service
on Sunday mornings.

Thank you!

Fellowship
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FELLOWSHIP TIME

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship: Bring a
quart of whole milk for use with coffee and tea,
and a healthy snack to share.

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.

At the end of service, set aside a plate of snack
for the pastor on the kitchen island. Set-up
coffee to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot
Chocolate, a pitcher of juice, 2 containers of
milk, and sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, and
plates if needed. Fellowship is served after the
service. Clean-up after fellowship time (approx.
I 1:45 am) includes washing out pots and con-

JOIH t tainers and returning them to their place in the
us 1or . Iy ; .
. kitchen, and wiping down tables in the Memorial
Fellowship Room.
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Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge the Memory of a Loved One or
to Celebrate a special person or occasion. Forms are available in the Memorial
Room to make such requests. If you have any questions or prefer to order by
phone, please contact our Flower Steward, Doris Timbrell at 860-649-6494.

o Chris Collins, our Music Director, is
making an invitation to all members of
North Church to
share their musical talent.

Even if you cannot routinely partici-
pate in choir, please consider joining
a in rehearsals for the Christmas Can-

The Over 50's will NOT
meet during the winter

- =

| | months. tata. There will be rehearsal re-
' ) cordings available for each singing part.
(1 i Our next meeting will be in CHOIR REHEARSALS
) . April. every Wednesda
Seniors'Gathering "™ 6:15 pm PriSM ’

. . . 7 CHANCEL
Questions may be directed to Linda Gates at pm .
860-647-9756 All ages are welcome to share their gift.

Please speak with Chris if you have questions.

MACC’s Church Mouse Thrift Shoppe
MACC has combined the Best of Both Worlds: Inspirations with The Church Mouse Thrift Shoppe.
The Thrift Shoppe is now located at our Inspirations location, 65 East Center Street, Manchester.

This move is planned for the winter while our 456 %2 building is being renovated.
All Thrift Shoppe donations may be left in the bins on the porch at 456 2 Main Street.

Hours of Operation for the Church Mouse Thrift Shoppe and Inspirations:
Wednesday - Friday......... 10:00-4:00pm
Saturday.....cccceveeeeecuereeceennens 9:00-2:00pm

If you need more information or have questions, please leave a message at 860-647-0800.

Your call will be returned as soon as possible.
Thank you.

D ¢ * POWER TO HEAL Class begins January 2012. Release your innate
* power to heal and see the effects in your life, world, and affairs.

TRANSITIONS Bereavement Support GroupFor those who have re-

EVENTS cently lost loved ones. Join a supportive community as you learn to
live into a new normal.
POWER OF PRAYER

Prayer can change your life. Learn how to move mountains with your prayers.

HYMN STORIES Bring your favorite hymns and learn the fascinating stories behind them.

Classes will be held on Sunday mornings and during the week.

For more details, see the church website. Torn nr
WWW.NUMC.AXELHOUSE.COM




@mtkdcu;& i Charlene Sullivan

9th Cindy Lepack
JANUARY

1st Jason Starkweather 11th Sarah Cappello

3rd Carl Lepack 13th Ed Timbrell

4th Poppy Bufford 22nd Pastor Laurel

23rd Carolyn Gimbrone

5th Kryst Obst
rystyna Lbs Ron Starkweather

6th Diana Custer Birthday Blessings to everyone!

7th Emily Fitzgerald
Nathan Fitzgerald

NORTH UMC will host BLOOD DRIVES

January 12 and 26 can You
DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED. CALL [-800- GIVE LIFE
(1-800-448-3543) to schedule an appointment. pare
Volunteers are needed to monitor the building during the drives.

Please sign-up in the Memorial Room to help out. ropl
DRIVE Questions may be directed to Pastor Laurel.

~. *REMINDER ¢ GS i RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:
Please wear name tags Next Issue of TIDIN is YOUTFPR'I’\!I'I'II%LES
every Sunday FEBRUARY
Anyone in need of a name tag, All articles for the
please note it on the back of your Summer Issue are due on REMINDER:
attendance slip on Sunday morning FRIDAY DEADLINE FOR
and one will be made for you. - NEAWISZ'IE?TSER
anuary |3
Friday, January 13

The Ministry meets at 1:00 pm in the Memorial Room.

. We will meet again on Monday, Jan. 2 and 16, and the first and third Mon-

day of each month. New members are always welcome! You don't have to

vaerShawlA\.ﬁI}Sm, already know how to knit or crochet, we are all are great teachers, and we
) " make simple items. We make mostly prayer shawls and the patterns are very
easy to learn. Looking forward to seeing you all.

For more information contact:
Paula Adamczyk 860-646-6609; Sue Derby 860-643-4589; Diana Custer 860-875-9805.
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chuich membens whe have been praying for
me and Stephanie for seme time naw.

Fhank You! God Bless!

Love to you, my chuch buothers and sis-
Dear Rev. Lawrel, Praise the Lard! tens, and all the staff of the church.
From
J am now discharged from St. Francis ’” > Wancell
and the Refiab Center. J am home and Netlie

seceiving nursing sewices to adduess the

e s whic v gl f[%mk c,XOu“ c}*oo(/

Fhanks be te Gad, to you, and to the s \ = N

Being Good Stewards of God’s Creation
Collection boxes have been placed by the exits of the church so that you may
discard any components of your bulletins and announce-
ments that you have not used or do not care to keep.
These items will either be reused or recycled.
Thank you for supporting this “green” ministry!

Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-
lowing requests at all worship times.

Please set cell phones to off/silent during
worship services.

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me- v
morial Room. Food and Beverages

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary. in Memorial Room Only

FeLLowsHIPoF concerN MIACC Prayer Cycle [ 1915:% ,

Judy, Bob (friends of Jim Glass) I Prayers

Jim (Sue Derby’s father) ) —

Carole Bookman  Liz Twarkins January | First Hispanic Baptist Church of Manchester

DorisErnst  ~ Dottie Ouillette January 8 Buckingham Congregational Church UCC-Glastonbur

James Lapenta Mikayla Gaboury . . Y
June Christensen” Jim Glass January 15 Unity Church of Greater Hartford-South Windsor

Marian (friend of Grace Didan) January 22 Faith Tabernacle

%i?cl\)/ﬂ(r:g:ll Sylvia LaPenta January 29 First Baptist Church-Manchester

Prayers for those suffering with- February 5 Colonial PC).lnt Christian ;hurch

Cancer: February 12 Riverfront Family Church-Hartford

Sheila, Ann, Beth, Elliot, Betty, February 19 First Church of Christ Congregational UCC-Glastonbury

Nick, Rachael, Charlotte, Janet,
Muriel, Miriam, Anita, Garry,

February 26 Korean Presbyterian Church of Greater Hartford

PAGE 7
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MACC Food Pantry and SCRIPS—Working Together!
It's as simple as 1-2-3:
1. Five minutes or less to order/buy a SCRIPS grocery card—IIME SAVEDI
2. The purchase of a SCRIP card—MONEY RAISED for NUMCI
3. The grocery card given to Marlene Camper to buy groceries for the food pantry — DONATION MADE!

Thank you so much to everyone who made their Holiday
purchases through NUMC.

\Wasn’t that easy and convenient?

GIVE Gift Cards and/or USE Gift Cards

to make your holiday purchases!
100% Participation in SCRIPS is the goal!

The MACC Food Pantry

We especially need: meat soups, beef
stew, canned meat, pasta sauce, cereal, corn,
peas, tomatoes, baked beans, baking mixes
and coffee, diapers sizes 4 & 5, corned beef
hash, chili with beans, canned white potatoes,
juice, rice/pasta mixes, jelly, mixed vegetables,
spinach, clam chowder, peanut butter,
canned pasta (ravioli, spaghetti & meatballs,
etc.), condiments, tuna, dry boxed potatoes,
dry red kidney beans, mayonnaise, gelatin/
pudding mixes, ramen noodles, sugar, green
beans, beets, beans (black, .
white, pinto, etc.), chicken -
soup, Yyams, snacks, hot
chocolate, pasta, carrots.

Thanks to all who have
been faithfully donating!

Scrip is Fundraising
While You Shop!™ SCRIPS

Thank you to everyone who
continues to purchase. Please
pass along to others how easy
it is to participate, and that
you are donating to the
church at the same time!
We’re not asking anyone to
spend money that they are
not already spending.
I would like to thank all the “regulars’ for

using the Scrip gift card program.

Your planning and involvement has made this a
real success for our church!

as@P desl—-lT (a@®

Anita Haynes 860-712-9991 THANK YOU
ADULT BIBLE STUDY GROUP j Christmas Gards _
Sundays—6:30 pm o N V't"' :

An ongoing Adult Bible Study group
meets on Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm. % /
Fhe Chuich Christmas Card Mailliox will be
available at the back of the sanctuary for ex-

The group will resume on
Sunday, January 8,2012.

The group invites and encourages new ning Sunday, Dec. 3 thueugh Sunday, Jan. §.

members to join them at anytime! Ghe mailbox is abphabeticall. ized by
Questions may be directed to bast name. Please vemember to check for

Pastor Laurel. cavds each Sunday. Fhank you!
Pastor Laurel—860-432-7996 Aﬂ A Aﬁ ﬁ Aﬁ A Aﬁ .
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SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
One Worship Service at 10:00 am

CONGREGATIONAL INFORMATION

How to contact the Pastor

Rev. Laurel Scott may be reached in the NEEDED!
following ways: There are still many
By email at pastorlaurei@aol.com Membership Forms and Talent Pledge Cards

By phone at the church office:
860-649-3696

If Pastor Laurel is not in or unavailable We urge you to please take a few moments to fill out these forms

when you call, please leave a message and return them. Forms are available from the ushers on Sunday

in her voicemail mailbox by pressing morning, or by contacting the church office.
the number 2.

that have not vet been completed and returned.

In case of emergency: 860-432-7996. Thank you for your attention to this need.
You may also leave a message on the
church voicemail. ALSO -Thank you to those who have already returned these
Pastor Laurel will check her messages forms!
several times daily.

Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study will NOT meet [ for instance, that we cannot try to pour the new wine

on December 25 and January 1, 2012. of “honesty in our affairs” into an old wineskin of
Class will resume on Sunday, Jan. 8 @ 6:30 pm “cutting corners,” otherwise, “both the wine and the
UPCOMING CLASSES/MEETINGS wineskins will be ruined.” God does not want our
Jan. 8 11:30 am Power to Heal - using the book “good enough,” God wants us to strive toward our
“The Healing Code” by Alexander Lloyd “perfection,” to chart what we can do together in a

Jan. 15 8:15 am Leadership Breakfast Meeting partnership of faith!
11:30 am Liturgist, Eucharistic Minister,

! 4 So try this New Year’s Resolution on for a true one-size-fits-
and Communion Steward Meeting

all: This year, I will change in order to be the person
Jan. 22 11:30 am Power to Heal Class God wants me to be!

Are you ready to make the changes? Do you
feel the excitement of knowing God is right there with
A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION you, not just helping you change, but leading you in the
change? Are you willing to ask, “Where is God in this?”
no matter what the question, issue or challenge?
Instead of the old, previously worn, New Year’s Reso-
lutions bound to abuse and fail-
ure, we might ask ourselves,

“No one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise,
the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the
wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into
new wineskins.” (Mark 2:22 NIV)

Few of us try this feat firsthand, so we un- | “What are some of the old
derstand this truth as a metaphor. Yet listen closely | wineskins- the old ways and at-
to Jesus when He says, | tell you the truth, you're |titudes- | need to discard as the C Y Yﬂﬁﬂ
doomed to failure because “the wine will burst the | New Year takes hold? esumtmns ‘
skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be | (*realizing that 10% of life is e RNl 7 @M/
ruined” (Mark 2:22 NIV). what happens to me, 90% is my
For you or me to become the person God wants | 2ttitude).
us to be in 2012, we will have to abandon the old May you and yours ex-
wineskins so that God can pour himself into the perience a Joyful and Purpose-

wineskin of our new life-in-Christ. This may mean, [filled New Year!
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“Chri stmas Cooki e ent

$533 raised for the Choir Library
Thank you SO much to EVERYONE!

Thank you to the bakers: both choir members, and
members of the congregation who baked
a wonderful variety of cookies.

Thank you to all the many people who purchased dozens and dozens!

“INTERACTIVE” Family Movie Night
Saturday, January 14 - 6:30 pm

(snow date: Saturday, January 21)

Join us to watch Dorothy Gale (and her little dog too!) as they are swept up in a tornado from
their Kansas farm, and then dropped 1 a magical and colorful land filled with a host of charac-
ters and adventures. We’'ll follow them on their quest to return to Kansas
because —"There’s no place like home!”

Reserve the date and jomn m the fun!

All are 1nvited to: dress up as a character, bring friends and family
(especially your little “munchkins”), participate throughout the movie with
some planned activities, sing-along, and enjoy freshly popped popcorn, and
fellowship!

Sign-up m the Memorial Room!
You won't want to miss this fun filled evening!

Mature Driver Safety Program Drive
A FREE Screening Program for mature drivers, 65 years and over, provided by the Safe
Injury Prevention Center—a collaboration of Hartford Hospital and Arrive
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 3

As we age, many things that may impact safe driving, such as changes in vision, physical fitness, and cognitive
processes can begin to develop. This screening program is an opportunity for drivers to privately assess
some of these abilities which can have an impact on safe driving. The screening can help in the decision of
whether some driving changes may be necessary now, or it can be an alert to the kinds of changes that may
occur in the future so that they can be better prepared to address them. Having an assessment of one’s abili-
ties can provide reasonable assurance that they are on the right track of driving safely and driving longer.

The program is free, individual, confidential and takes about an hour.
) Members and friends of NUMC should contact the church office if there is interest in util-
.y |Z|ng this program.

Church Office: 860-649-3696
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2

First Sunday after
Christmas

10:00 Worship w/
Children’s Sunday

School

I'1:15 Fellowship

[:00 pm
Knitting Ministry

Choir Rehearsals
6:15 pm PriISM
7 pm Chancel

8

12

13

14

First Sunday after
Epiphany

9:30 Choir Rehrs.
10:00 Worship w/

Sunday School

I11:15 Fellowship
11:30 Power to Heal
6:30 Adult Study

7:30 pm
Meditation

Choir Rehearsals
6:15 pm PriISM
7 pm Chancel

12 Noon

BlAod

DRIVE

TIDINGS
DEADLINE
For
February Issue

INTERACTIVE
Movie Night

“Wizard of Oz”
6:30 pm

Snow date: 1/21

15

21

Second Sunday
after Epiphany

8:15 Leadership
Breakfast Meeting
9:30 Choir Rehrs.
10 :00 Worship w/
Sunday School
I'1:15 Fellowship
11:30 Liturgist,
Eucharistic Minister,
Communion Stew-
ard Meeting

6:30 Adult Study

[:00 pm
Knitting Ministry

7:30 pm
Meditation

Choir Rehearsals
6:15 pm PriSM
7 pm Chancel

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Third Sunday
after Epiphany

9:30 Choir Rehrs.

10 :00 Worship w/

Sunday School

I11:15 Fellowship
11:30 Power to Heal
6:30 Adult Study

7 pm
Ad Council

7:30 pm
Meditation

Choir Rehearsals
6:15 pm PriSM
7 pm Chancel

12 Noon

BlAod

DRIVE

29

30

31

Fourth Sunday
after Epiphany

9:30 Choir Rehrs.
10:00 Worship w/
Sunday School
I1:15 Fellowship
6:30 Adult Study

7:30 pm
Meditation




North United Methodist Church
300 Parker Street
Manchester, CT 06042

Address Service Requested

Newsletter Staff

Laurel E. Scott

Executive Editor

Irene Fitzgerald

Managing Editor, Circulation

. CHOIR WARM UP COMMUNION For over 200 years, North
9:30 am UMC has proclaimed the

SUNDAYS X
good news of Jesus Christ

" NURSERY—upon request

: AT 9:45 am—I1 1:15 am The first Sunday of each month to the people.of .Manches-
: WORSHIP is Communion Sunday, at which ter ;T- We invite you to
; PV time the children will begin in JoIn US for worship on

10:00 am Worship, Sunday School classes and then Sunday mornings.

Youth and Children’s Sunday attend church with their families A warm welcome awaits

e School in corporate worship at the time )
. FELLOWSHIP for communion and will remain you:
North United Methodist [1:15am until the conclusion of service. | o.0 (10 3496
300 Parker Street ADULT EDUCATION E-mail: northchurch@net.net
Manchester, CT 06042 ' !30am—IZI5pm : Web-Site: heep/
SUNDAY SCHOOL numc..axelhouse.com
The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Pastor ~Children attend the beginning of New England Conference Web-
the service at 10 am and then Site: http://www.neumc.org

) ) proceed to class following the
Worship the Lord in the splendor  Chjldren’s Time. Classes dismiss

of his holiness! at ['1:15am.

I Corinthians 16:29 5 Py
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LN = fo
"

ITi
—




