
The United Methodist 
Church responds to  
Jesusô call by working 
for Health Care for all  

 
Adapted and reprinted from 
ñFaith In Action, March 23, 2010 
 

In late March, the 
United States 
Congress passed 
a health care re-
form law that 
takes a huge step 
towards making 
this a reality. The United 
Methodist Social Principles 
declares health care is ña 
basic human right.ò  
The United States took a 
huge step toward affirming 
this right last night when 
the House of Representa-
tives passed health insur-
ance reform legislation. 
The President signed the 

legislation one day later. A 
second bill was adopted 
by a vote of 220 to 211 
and now goes to the Sen-
ate, where it is expected 
to pass.  
.ò óI appreciate that 

Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pe-
losi thanked The 
United Methodist 
Church for the 
support our de-
nomination has 
given to health-

care reform. For decades, 
the General Board of 
Church & Society has 
worked alongside thou-
sands of United Method-
ists to achieve health care 
for all in the U.S.; this vote 
brings us closer to that 
reality. When signed into 
law there will be important 
protections for every per-

CONNECTED! 
As United Methodists we 

are a connectional church. 

Weõre all connected! Each 

church in the cluster, dis-

trict, annual conference, 

jurisdiction and general 

conference are all con-

nected. If we take this 

thought further, we are 

connected through our 

belief in Jesus Christ to all 

Christians. We are in com-

munion, in community, 

with all Christians through 

our common belief. We 

are, in fact, unified in our 
beliefs in Jesus Christ. 

While we may not be uni-

form in our practices, we 

are unified in our faith. 

There are a multitude of 

advantages to being con-

nected.  There are simple 

examples like when I run 

out of Special Sunday enve-

lopes and I can call one of 

my nearby colleagues in 
East Hartford or in Rock-
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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

son including banning health-
insurance companies from de-
nying coverage to people with 
pre-existing conditions. Health-
care reform will ensure that 
more Americans have access 
to health insurance. Over 31 
million Americans are currently 
uninsured; this legislation will 
assist low income working 
people who cannot afford the 
steep prices for health insur-
ance now.  
Jesusô ministry serves as an 
example and a call to serve 
the least and the last among 
us. He asked us to love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves 
ð setting forth a faith 
grounded in Godôs abundance, 
generosity and a capacity for 
love that knows no bounds.  
We are not finished. There is 
more work to be done in the 
weeks, months and years 

ñHealth-care re-
form will ensure 
that more Ameri-
cans have ac-
cess to health 
insurance.ò  

Continued on p. 3 
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ville and receive their overflow of envelopes; and there are connections on a larger scale, as with denomi-

national organizations like UMCOR, which we support regularly and through which we respond to emer-

gencies around the corner or around the world. There are organizations like United Methodist Women, 

which meet every quadrennial ð over 10,000 from all over the world, and there is the World Methodist 

Conference which meets every five years drawing together Methodists from around the world to discuss 

issues in common. 

Of course there is our General Conference which meet every quadrennial to enact church law, and the 

Jurisdictional Conferences that elect and consecrate bishops. As a result of our connection, we support 

each other ð we both give and receive support as with Equitable Compensation, Campus Ministries and 

Vital Ministries. 

When I think of the United Methodist Church, how it is organized and how it is meant to function, I think 

that we have evolved into a potentially efficient organization. And organization, institution or efficiency do 

not have to be  ôbadõ words. My prayer is that we will continue working towards the twin goals of efficiency 

ð using our resources wisely, and effectiveness in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. 

Thatõs where we come in as individuals. As we utilize the structure as is and work to improve the connec-

tion, we join our efforts with the efforts of millions of others to become a powerful force for the transfor-

mation of a world where there is peace and happiness, love and justice.  

As a connected body, we join together to accomplish the goal that Jesus himself gave ð to go into all the 

world and make disciples of all nations, all people. So as we join together and work together and pray to-

gether and stay connected, we can accomplish even greater things for Christ, because we are connected. 

          Peace and Blessings 

          Pastor Laurel 

T I D I N G S  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the overwhelming response to our Community Pantry and soup 

kitchenõs needs this past year. We experienced a 48% increase in  need in the pantry from 

the year before and an18% increase in children eating in the soup kitchen in 2009.   
 

You filled our pantry, cellar, store house and soup kitchen storage many times over.  Your 

generosity fed over 2,000 people each month for over a year and no one was turned away. 
 

Our shelves still reflect your compassion but there are a few things we cannot keep in 

stock.  So many of you call us to see what the need is so  

we decided to send this shopping list along with our thank you.   
 

* Canned meats (spam, ham, chicken and beef stew)    * Jelly     * Pancake mix & syrup  

* Sugar       * Juice     * Hot sauce         *Salt & Pepper           * Juice       * Baked beans  
 

May God bless you as richly as you have blessed those in our 

community who have experienced hunger. No words can 

describe our gratitude for you, our church and number one 

partners in good. 

Sincerely,  

Beth Stafford, Executive Director, MACC Charities 

PASTORõS LETTER           CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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United Methodist Resolution #3201, which was ap-

proved by the 2008 General Conference, charges 

the General Board of Church & Society with pri-

mary responsibility for advocating health care for all 

in the United States Congress and for communicat-

ing this policy to United Methodists in the USA. The 

resolution can be downloaded from the General 

Board of Church & Society website by clicking on 

the following: "Health Care for All in the United 

States."  

 

Reprinted in part from òFaith In Actionó 3/23/10  

As members of the Congressional Black Caucus re-

turned to the Capitol before voting on health Care 

reform, several members of the delegation were the 

recipients of insults, and racial slurs. Representative 

Emmanuel (note the name) Cleaver was also spat 

upon. Although the protester was arrested by Capi-

tol police, Reverend Cleaver, following the example 

of Jesus, demonstrating his deep faith and love for 

humanity, refused to press charges. 

Jim Winkler, General Secretary of the 

churchõs Board of Church and Society issued 

the following statement: 

Meaningful and civil discourse has been an 

overarching priority for the United Methodist 

General Board of Church & Society as we 
assist local churches and represent United 

Methodist positions to elected officials. As 

Congress has debated and deliberated health-

insurance reform legislation, I have been 

deeply disturbed by the lack of basic decency 

and common courtesy among people who have dis-

agreements about public policy.  

This past weekendõs appalling display by protesters in 

Washington, D.C., demonstrates the overtly racist 

message of too many of the so-called òTea Partyó 

members. Such behavior must be denounced by all 

people.  

 òLet us not delude ourselves into believing this is an 

isolated incident,ó Cleaver said after the incident. òA 

calculated campaign fomenting hate led up to this 

incident. In the strongest terms possible I denounce 

efforts to incite people to acts of racism.ó  Cleaver 

said Abraham Lincolnõs second inaugural address ex-

pressed our fervent prayer:  

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firm-

ness in the right as God gives us to see right, let us strive 

on to finish the work we are in, to bind up our nationõs 

wounds, to care for [those] who shall have borne the bat-

tle and for [the] widow and [the] orphan, to 

do all which may achieve and cherish a just 

and lasting peace among ourselves and with 

all nations. 

I call upon United Methodists to model 

civil discourse as we seek to ensure that 

all Americans benefit from just laws. There 
is no room for such uncivil behavior no 

matter what the discussion, be it health-

care or comprehensive immigration re-

form or changing inequities in criminal jus-

tice laws. Paulõs letter to the Church at 

Corinth contains important words for us during this 

Lenten time: 
  

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not count-
ing their trespasses against them, and entrusting the mes-
sage of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. We en-
treat you on behalf of Christ: Be reconciled to God. For our 
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God  

(2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 

RACISM STILL A PROBLEM :  

UM ELDER, CONGRESSIONAL REP. CLEAVER SPAT UPON BY PROTESTERS 

I have been 

deeply dis-

turbed by the 

lack of basic 

decency and 

common cour-

tesy among 

people who 

have disagree-

ments about 

public policy.  

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL  
CONTINUED FROM P. 1 Hold this paper close to 

your nose and breath 

deeply. If the sheet turns 

green, you need to see a 

doctor. If it turns blue see 

your dentist. If it turns red 

see your bank manager. If 

it turns black, you need to 

check your will, so see 

your lawyer immediately. 

If, however, it does not 

change color then there is 

nothing wrong with you, and there is NO reason why you 

shouldn't be in church next week.  

HUMOR: DISCIPLINED DISCIPLES 

http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=2954191&ct=8104619&notoc=1
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=2954191&ct=8104619&notoc=1


USHERS/GREETERS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 

P A G E  4  

9:00 am  

 

11th    Linda Gates 
        Quent Mangun 
 

18th John Chadwick 
         Wayne Canipe 
 

25th  Paula Smith 
          Cindy Lepack 
 

4th   

  Marlene Camper 
 

11th   

  Linda Gates 
 

18th   

       TBD 
 

25th   

         TBD 

9:00 am 
 

11th    Elaine Law 
 

 

 

18th   Jim Glass  
 

 

25th  Judy Morton 
          

10:30 am 
 

11th   Kow  

            De-Graft-Eshun 
 

18th   Becky Harris  
                     

 

25th  Tony Adamczyk 
 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as a liturgist 

to contact Diana Custer at 

875-9805. 
 

Responsibilities of the liturgist:  
lead responsive readings, read 
the scripture lesson, and assist 
with communion if assigned on 

the first Sunday of the month. 
  

9:00am Service 

Liturgist will meet with pastor 
at 8:35am for prepatory 

prayer time.  

10:30am Service 

Liturgist will meet with pastor 
at 10:20am for prepatory 

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

10:30 am  

 

11th  Becky Harris 

        Maryanna Stephens 

18th  Paula and Tony 

             Adamczyk 

25th  Judy Starkweather 

            Roger Edinger 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as an usher to 

contact Paula Smith at  

643-6597. 
 

Responsibilities of Ushers/

Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at 

the door, hand out bulletins, count 

attendees, collect the offering, and 

direct people to the altar table on 

Communion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms 

for Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 

30 minutes prior to the start 
of service.  

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a quart of whole 

milk for use with coffee and tea, and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.   

 

Set aside a plate of snack for the pastor on the kitchen island.  Set-

up coffee to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot Chocolate, a pitcher 

of juice, 2 containers of milk, and sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, 

and plates if needed.  Fellowship is served between services and 

after the 10:30 service.  Clean-up after fellowship time (approx. 12 

noon) includes washing out pots and containers and returning 

them to their place in the kitchen, and wiping down tables in the 

Memorial Room.  If you are interested in volunteering or have 

questions, please speak with Angela McCartney at 860-533-0413. 

EASTER SUNDAY  

One Service 10 am  

4th  Karen Arendt 

EASTER SUNDAY ñOne Service 10 am  

4th  John Chadwick, Jack Bertrand,  

                   Bob Pelletier, Curt Whatley 



April 7, 2010 ~ 12 pm  
Over 50õs will meet again in April.  Bring a sandwich.  
Dessert and beverages will be provided.  We will dis-
cuss poetry.  Please bring a book of poetry with you. 

Questions may be directed to Linda Gates at  
860-647-9756. 

Over 50õs Fellowship 

COUNTERS 
4th     

Jan Miller 

Judy Starkweather 

 

 

11th  

Kris Pelletier 

Liz Twarkins 
 

18th  

Jane Hopkins 

Barbara Judd 
 

 

25th  

Tim LePore 

Jim Glass 

Responsibilities of Counters:  Counters work in 

teams of two and are responsible for counting 

the offering on Sunday morning directly fol-

lowing the 10:30 worship service.   

 

Any interested in volunteering should contact 

Jim Glass, Finance Chair, at 643-9201. 

Flowers are a wonderful way to ac-

knowledge the Memory of a Loved 

One or to Celebrate a special person 

or occasion.  Forms are available in 

the Memorial Room to make such 

requests.  If you have any questions 

or prefer to order by phone, please 

contact our Flower Steward, Doris 

Timbrell at 860-649-6494.    
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15  

MEDITATION  

GROUP  
TUESDAYS * 7:30 PMñ9 PM 

Join in practicing engaged Buddhist 

meditation.  All are welcome re-

gardless of your background or 

affiliation.  Additional information is 

available in the Memorial Room.  

Questions may be directed to  

Tom Duva, 729-2342. 
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*REMINDER  

Please wear name 

tags every  Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a 

name tag, please note it 

on the back of your at-

tendance slip on Sunday 

morning and one will be made for you. 

Wesleyan Study Group  will meet on April 13th 

at 7 pm  in the downstairs lounge.  New Study Book 

is òFingerprints of God: The Search for the Science 

of Spiritualityó by NPR correspondent, Barbara 

Bradley Hagerty.  This author takes on many of the 

questions we struggle with as we search for evi-

dence of God both within us and the universe.   

Questions about WSG may be directed to Carolyn 

Gimbrone (860-643-9310). 

 

The Trustees Clean -up Day  
Saturday May 22  

(weather permitting)  

from 10:00 am -1:00 pm  
 

If you are able to volunteer to help rake, plant, and prune to 

make the church grounds look their best for spring and sum-

mer, please sign up in the Memorial Room or contact Jan 

Miller at 860-646-6619.  Even if you can only come for part 

of the time, your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

Jan Miller , Trustee President 

Everyone is encouraged to 
participate in the Census.  
Questionnaires have been 

mailed out.  Ten Minutesñ
Ten Questions!  

Be counted! - just as Jo-
seph and Mary traveled to 

Bethlehem to do so.   



 

WOMENõS UPPER ROOM MEAL 
Tues., March 30 ~ 6:30 pm  

 

 

This special evening is open to all women, and their female family and 

friends.  It is a time to meditate on the meaning of the passion, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Join in this timely opportunity to re-

flect on how things affect the living of our own lives.  Reservations ($7 

per person) may be made in the Memorial Room after Sunday Services. 
 

Sunday, March 28     

Palm Sunday Breakfast ~ 8 am 

       Palm Sunday Worship ~ One Service 10 am 
 

Tuesday, March 30    

       Upper Room Meal ~ 6:30 pm 
 

Thursday, April 1    

        Maundy Thursday Service ~ 7 pm 
 

Friday, April 2   The Way of The Cross ~ 11 am 

                                                 Good Friday Service ~ 7 pm 
 

Sunday, April 4  Easter Worship ~ One Service 10 am 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS    
Friday, April 2 nd * 11 am  

NUMC is participating in The Way of the Cross ð  

The Ecumenical Observance of Jesusõ Passion which begins at 

11 am  at Center Congregational Church, 11 Center Street, 

Manchester.  Please plan to join the walk! 

VOLUNTEERS FOR  

WOMENõS UPPER ROOM MEAL NEEDED 

Any women who are willing to waitress or participate in any other 

way, please speak with Karen Arendt. 
 

Harry Arendt is in need of men to help with set-up and clean-up 

after the meal.  Please speak with Harry if you are available.   

Thank you! 

 

April 1st  
7:00 pm 

 

Maundy Thursday  

service with the  

option of  

Foot Washing  

available. 

 

April 2nd  
7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday  

Tenebrae Service  

with Chancel Choir. 



Worship, Prayer, and 

Spiritual Time 
 

Sunday mornings are a time of worship 
and prayer time for all.   We respect-

fully ask that the Minister be provided 

her private preparation time in her of-

fice before each service. 

Also, please note that Sunday mornings 

are not a time to discuss routine church 

Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-

lowing requests at all worship times.   
 

Please set cell phones to off/silent  during 

worship services. 
 

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me-

morial Room.  

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary.   

ADULT FELLOWSHIP FAM ILY POT LUCK DINNER  
  

On Saturday April 24 th  Steve and Vickie Hadge will host an 

Adult Fellowship Family Pot Luck Dinner at 6:00pm. Please 

plan on joining us for an evening of gastronomic delights and 

camaraderie. This event is open to all members and friends of 

North Church and weõd love to see you all there. The sign-up 

sheet is in Memorial Room. If you have any questions please 

call Steve or Vickie at 860-872-1898. 
  

 

 

Many people asked about the recipe for the salad Vickie brought to the Womenõs Brunch in March.  

So here it is! 
  

Asian Crunch Salad  
  

5 oz uncooked whole wheat thin spaghetti  1/2 cup chopped scallions 

1/3 cup rice vinegar     3/4 cup frozen peas 

2 tbs sugar      1/2 cup red pepper strips 

3 tbs soy sauce     1/4 cup chopped cilantro 

1 tbs olive oil      1 package broccoli slaw 

1 garlic clove, crushed    1/4 cup chopped roasted peanuts 
  

Cook pasta & drain.  Combine vinegar, sugar, soy sauce, oil and garlic in a large bowl.  Add everything else 

but the peanuts.  Chill for at least 2 hours.  Serve with chopped peanuts. 

business with Irene Fitzgerald (Office 

Manager) or Pastor Laurel - as they are 

in need of their worship time. 
 

If you have church business, please make 
note of it on your attendance slip and 

then follow up during the week with a 

phone call or email.  
 

Your cooperation  

is greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your 

understanding 

North Church has Shelter Week  

responsibilities on April 12, 13, 15, 

and 16 for the month of April.  Another 

church is helping out with the 14th, 

17th, and the Sunday Meal on the 18th. 

Volunteers are needed for serving, 

overnight, and breakfast.  Please 

sign-up in the Memorial Room.  

Questions may be directed to Flor-

ence Wollaston at 860-649-9903. 


