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SUNDAY SERVICES ~ 9:00 and 10:30 am 

 

Experiencing Godõs Grace Everyday 

NURSERY 

  8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
 

WORSHIP 

  9:00 am  Traditional 

10:30 am  Contemporary 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

10:00 & 11:30 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children attend the beginning of 

the service at 10:30 am and then 

proceed to class following the 

Childrenõs Time.  Classes dismiss 

at 11:45 am. 
 

COMMMUNION  

SUNDAYS  

 

The first Sunday of each 

month is Communion Sun-

day, at which time the chil-

dren will begin in Sunday 

School classes and then 

attend church with their 

families in corporate wor-

ship at the time for com-

munion and will remain until 

the conclusion of service.. 
 

 

For over 200 years, North 

UMC has proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus Christ 

to the people of Manches-

ter CT.   We invite you to 

join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

A warm welcome awaits 

you! 

Phone: 860-649-3696 

E-mail: northchurch@net.net 

Web-Site: http://

numc..axelhouse.com 
 

New England Conference Web-
Site: http://www.neumc.org  

 

 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness!  1 Corinthians 16:29  

North United Methodist  
300 Parker Street 
Manchester, CT  06042 
 
The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Snr. 
Pastor 
The Rev. Heidi Chamberland, Superintendent, 
Connecticut/Western Mass. District 
Peter D Weaver, Bishop, New England Annual 
Conference 

See Inside for December  

Service Schedule on page 2. 
 

Just before bringing this news-

letter to press, I was driving 

along listening to the radio and 

heard the announcer tell the 

story of the bishop in England 

who was anxious to change 

some of the words of Christ-

mas carols. And example given 

was òO Come All Ye Faithlessó. 

This was because the bishop 

was dismayed at the fact that so 

many of us seem to have lost 

the original meaning of Christ-

mas. He had asked some Sun-

day school children in his juris-

diction what was at the center 

of the Christmas celebration. 

They had responded variously, 

òSanta Clausó, ògiftsó and 

òreindeeró. Not even angels, a 

baby or magi! 

I would have been shocked as 

well, but my response to this 

seeming lack of knowledge of 

the real meaning of Christmas 

is to ask us to turn again to the 

carols which all tell the story 

ñ the real reason for Christ-

mas. 

My neighbor across the street 

knows whatõs at the center of 

Christmas. A Congregationalist, 

on the same day I was listening 

to the story of the bishop on 

the radio, she offered me a 

button which had been distrib-

uted at her church òChrist is the 

reason for Christmasó, it said. 

She then told me of delighting 

to give one of them to a store 

clerk, who inquired about the 

one she was wearing. What a 

great non-obtrusive way to 

During the Thanksgiving season 
as I watched a television com-
mercial from a local jeweler, I 
marveled at the ingenuity of the 
offer. Those in the area who are 
unemployed or facing financial 
difficulty were invited to receive 
a free pendant with a tiny dia-
mond that represents hope. 
Recipients were encouraged to 
keep up their hope for improve-
ments in the economy and in 
their individual financial situa-

tion. The commercial also said 
that there were (this might be 
slightly off) 1200 pendants 
available but only several hun-
dred had been claimed. 
Maybe those to whom the 
offer is made are reluctant to 
accept because there might 
be an obligation attached to 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ LΩƳ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎΤ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
in offers like this one, there is 
usually something tying you 
into acceptance or there is 

pressure to purchase an item . 
I thought to myself, we offer 
hope to people every day of 
the year, in every season of life 
as the church has and contin-
ues to offer the hope of eternal 
life. This hope does not fade; 
this hope does not lose its 
value. This hope is sure, for the 
work of Jesus of Nazareth in 
 (continued on P.3)   
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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

evangelize and to remind us of 

the reason for the celebration! 

Of all the associations with the 

word Christmas, singing is one 

of the most widespread. Singing 

because Christmas is a joyous 

celebration and when we are 

joyful we tend to break into 

smiles and song.  

Since the Christmas (originally 

the mass of the Christ) celebra-

tion began in the early church, 

the type of songs initially asso-

ciated with the season are 

those that feature the events 

and personalities surrounding 

the birth of the child, Jesus. 

My favorite carol is òIt Came 

Upon the Midnight Clearó, one 

of the more modern carols, 

relatively speaking, written in 

the 1800õs by Edmund Sears. 

This beautiful carol refers to 

the angelsõ message on that 

 (Continued on P. 3) 
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KNITTING MINISTRYñDecember 7 

Seasonal Sharing Update:  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

Thank you to delivery volunteers who delivered 

Thanksgiving food baskets - Great work! 
 

We still need volunteers to deliver food for 

Christmas.   

Please sign-up in the Memorial Room. 

 

Christmas gift lists are ready and posted at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

Contact Marlene Camper (568-1331)  

with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T I D I N G S  

 
MACC  FOOD PANTRY  

North Church welcomes food donations which may be 

placed in the grocery cart in the church Narthex.  These 

on-going donations are delivered to the Food Pantry 

weekly.   The pantry is always in need of the following: 

soup, peanut butter, jelly, tuna, mayonnaise, pasta 

sauce, mac & cheese, canned fruit, cereal.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

The Knitting Ministry meets on the first Monday of each month at 1:00 pm.    

*Please Note:  On occasion the Knitting Ministry meets mid-month.   

                         Please call Diana Custer (875-9805) to inquire. 

We will continue to make Prayer Shawls, Chemo Caps for local Cancer Centers, Lap Blankets 

for Hospice patients, and ICU Blankets for Manchester Hospital.  

For those unable to attend our Knitting Group, please continue to knit or crochet, at 

home.  We appreciate all that you can contribute to our Ministry.  If you would like to donate 

yarn, or funds to purchase yarn, for our projects, please let Irene know. 

If you need answers to any questions, please contact Lucy Falk at 647-1488. 

 

    

 

Friday, December 11  

9 amñ6 pm  
 

Sign-up in the church 

Memorial Room or speak to 

Jan Miller, 646-6619. 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Saturday, December 12 * 5pm  

 Food, music, games and crafts for the whole family.  

 

We will share a potluck.  Chris Collins will play music for a carol sing.   

There will be some crafts/ornaments to make, and Anita Haynes will 

lead a game or two.  Please plan to join in this fun evening ð and please 

do bring friends!  Sign-up in the Memorial Room.  

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

December 6 Advent II  ð One Service at 10:00 am 

Children will begin in worship and participate in Communion, and then go to their classes for the re-

mainder of the service and the church meeting.  
 

December 13 Advent III  ð Two Services 9 am and 10:30 am 
 

December 20   Advent IV ð One Service at 10:30 am 

 Special Seasonal Music involving Chancel, PrISM, and the children.   

December 24 Christmas Eve Services  ð 5 pm and 11 pm 

5 pm   Family Worship Service, with children participating in Las Posadas. 

11pm   Christmas Candle-lighting, Holy Communion, Chancel Christmas Music and  

a Special Presentation - òStille Nachtó by Manheim Steamroller.  
 

December 27 Christmas I  ðTwo Services 9 am and 10:30 am. Lessons and Carols 
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7pm 

WSG 

 

 

12pm 

Over 50õs 

 
 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 8:30 am 

Leaderõs  

Meeting  

Planning for All 

Church  

Conference and 

2010. 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent  
 

10:00 
One Worship 

Service 
 

All Church  

Meeting and  

All Church  

Conference  
 

6:30 Bible Study  

1pm 

Knitting Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

CT/WMA 

District  

Xmas Party 
 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVING TREE 

9amñ6pm 

5 PM 

FAMILY 

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

 

Potluck, music, 

games, crafts, 

and limitless fun! 

Bring Friends! 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent  
 

9:00 
Traditional  
Worship  
 

10:30 
Contemporary  

Worship  
 

6:30 Bible Study  

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Worship  

Meeting 

 

 

7pm 

WSG 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

4th Sunday of 

Advent  
 

 

10:30 

One Worship  
Service of Special 
Christmas Music 
involving Chancel, 

PrISM, and the 
children.   
 

6:30 Bible Study  

 

 

7 pm 

Ad Council Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

Church  

Office Closed  

 

5 pm 

Family Worship 
 

11pm 

Candlelight  

           Service 

Church  

Office Closed  

 

 

27 28 29 30 31 Jan. 1, 2010  

1st Sunday after 

Christmas  
 

 

9:00 

Traditional  
Worship  
 

10:30 
Contemporary  
Worship  
 

 

6:30 Bible Study  

  

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 
 

 

Church  

Office Closed  

 

 

New  

Yearôs  

Eve  

Church  

Office Closed  

 

 


