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SUNDAY SERVICES ~ 9:00 and 10:30 am 

 

Experiencing God’s Grace Everyday 

NURSERY 

  8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
 

WORSHIP 

  9:00 am  Traditional 

10:30 am  Contemporary 
 

FELLOWSHIP 

10:00 & 11:30 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children attend the beginning of 

the service at 10:30 am and then 

proceed to class following the 

Children’s Time.  Classes dismiss 

at 11:45 am. 
 

COMMMUNION  

SUNDAYS 

The first Sunday of each 

month is Communion Sun-

day, at which time the chil-

dren will begin in Sunday 

School classes and then 

attend church with their 

families in corporate wor-

ship at the time for com-

munion and will remain until 

the conclusion of service.. 
 

FIFTH SUNDAYS 

When there are five Sun-

days in a month, there will 

be one service at 10 am. 

For over 200 years, North 

UMC has proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus Christ 

to the people of Manches-

ter CT.   We invite you to 

join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

A warm welcome awaits 

you! 

Phone: 860-649-3696 

E-mail: northchurch@net.net 

Web-Site: http://

numc..axelhouse.com 
 

New England Conference Web-
Site: http://www.neumc.org  

 
Worship the Lord in the 

splendor of his holiness! 
1 Corinthians 16:29 

North United Methodist  

300 Parker Street 

Manchester, CT  06042 
 

The Rev. Laurel E. Scott, Pastor 

See Inside for January  

Service Schedule on page 2. 

See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not 

perceive it? I am making a way 

in the desert and streams in the 

wasteland. 

Isaiah 43:18-20 

 

As the people of God we should 
expect new things, great new 
things; marvelous new 
things for that is the na-
ture of the God we serve. 
Not that God self be-
comes new, for God is. 
(Active verb in the pre-
sent tense). “I am that I 
am” he said to Moses.  
 
What becomes new is 
our perception of God. 
That perception expands, 
unfolds and becomes 
new. It is always more 
than it was, and that is our percep-
tion of God. God is infinite, impene-
trable so there is always more. As 

human beings we will be able to 
perceive new aspects of God, will 
be able to expand our awareness 
of God, so that the God we serve 
and worship today has to our per-
ception been expanded and 
evolved, from what it used to be 
previously. 
 

God does the improbable 
and the impossible – mak-
ing a way in the desert, and 
streams in the wasteland. 
God has always “done a 
new thing” for the people 
who are prepared to expect 
a new thing and who are 
open to a new thing. 
As the year 2010 dawns, 
many of us are preparing 
resolutions. “I resolve to 
improve myself by this, that, 
or the other thing”, we tell 

ourselves. Too soon though we 
forget what we have resolved to 
do; we lose sight or enthusiasm for 

I thank God for all of you and all 

the gifts that you bring into our 

lives together. In our Christmas 

Eve service of Holy Commun-

ion, I saw the face of Christ in 

each and every one of you as you 

came forward to receive the sac-

rament and it blessed me tremen-

dously, even those who found it 

uncomfortable to look at me. 

At the beginning of a New Year 

it is customary to look forward 

to the exciting new future that 

we are together creating with 

God, and normally I would 

invite us to cast our eyes for-

ward at this time to where we 

hear God calling us to be. But 

first at this time, I am forced 

into looking backward to a 

place where we have been and 

where it seems, some of us are 

stuck. It’s about worship and 

the amount of time we take to 

worship God. 

It is clear to me and has been 

for a very long time that wor-

ship is not about us, but about 

God. Worship is the central 

activity of the Christian faith 

and it is the time that we come 

together as a corporate body to 

give to God praise and adora-

tion. When we enter the sanctu-

ary we need to leave everything 

A NEW THING! 
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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

our goals and we slip back into old, 
time-worn habits that bring us the 
same old results. It is not that we 
don’t want to change – we do, but 
we are often not prepared to do 
what it takes to get the different 
result or to experience the change 
we desire. A popular local radio 
announcer ends his morning show 
with the following greeting: 
“Remember if you do what you 
have always done you will get what 
you have always got… The change 
that we desire in our lives must 
start with us.” 
 
Our perception of life must change 
if we are to experience the better 
life that we desire. We are to per-
ceive the new thing that God is 
doing in order to have a different 
experience in life. What is it that we 
want to do? Have? Experience? 
Achieve? 
Now, let’s get one thing straight. 
We cannot change others. Change 

God does the 

improbable 

and the im-

possible, 

making a 

“way in the 

desert, and 

streams in 

the waste-

land... 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43:18-20&version=NIV
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KNITTING MINISTRY—JANUARY  

Seasonal Sharing  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

Thank you to delivery volunteers who delivered 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets - 

Great work! 

 

ALSO  .  .  . 

Thank you to all the donations of gifts for Sea-

sonal Sharing families and for Covenant to 

Care children. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

T I D I N G S  

 
MACC FOOD PANTRY 

North Church welcomes food donations which may be 

placed in the grocery cart in the church Narthex.  These 

on-going donations are delivered to the Food Pantry 

weekly.   The pantry is always in need of the following: 

soup, peanut butter, jelly, tuna, mayonnaise, pasta 

sauce, mac & cheese, canned fruit, cereal. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

The Knitting Ministry meets on the first Monday of each month at 1:00 pm.   

*Please Note:  On occasion the Knitting Ministry meets mid-month.   

                         Please call Diana Custer (875-9805) to inquire. 

We will continue to make Prayer Shawls, Chemo Caps for local Cancer Centers, Lap Blankets 

for Hospice patients, and ICU Blankets for Manchester Hospital.  

For those unable to attend our Knitting Group, please continue to knit or crochet, at 

home.  We appreciate all that you can contribute to our Ministry.  If you would like to donate 

yarn, or funds to purchase yarn, for our projects, please let Irene know. 

 

 

     

 
ADULT FELLOWSHIP PLANNING  

Saturday, January 2 * 7pm 

 Hosted by Becky Harris at her home,  

35 Country Club Drive, Manchester 

 

Plan to join in planning Fellowship events for 2010.  We'll be having appetizers, beverages 

of all sorts, dessert and coffee.   We really miss our old fellowship times, and are looking 

forward to seeing as many of you who can come.  If you can't come, but have some 

ideas, please be sure to let us know.  As always, if you don't come- you know the deal- 

you be volunteered in absentia-so be forewarned!!!! 

 

We're looking to a great year at North Church with renewed energy and the Christmas 

spirit continuing to glow in our hearts.  

Please call Becky at 860-649-7936 with any questions. 

JANUARY  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

January 3, 10, 17, 24 – Two Services 9 am and 10:30 am 

 

January 31 –One Service 10:00 am 
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3 4 5 6 7 1 2 

Epiphany Sunday  
 

9:00 

Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 

 
 

1pm 

Knitting Ministry 

 

 

 

 
 

7pm 

WSG 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 
 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

7 pm 

Trustee Meeting 

 

 

 

8____________ 

7pm 

Adult Fellowship 

Planning Party 

9____________ 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Baptism of Our 

Lord 
 

9:00 
Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:30 
Contemporary 

Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

6 pm 

ALPHA 

COURSE 

 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

2nd Sunday after 
Epiphany 
 

9:00 

Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Ad Council 

Mtg 

 

7pm 

WSG 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

ALPHA 

COURSE 

 

 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

9:00 
Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:30 
Contemporary 

Worship 

 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Worship  

Meeting 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Meditation 

 

 

CHOIR 

Rehearsal 

 

6 pm  PrISM 

7 pm  Chancel 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

ALPHA 

COURSE 

  

31       

4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

Fifth Sunday 
 

10:00 
One  Worship 
Service 
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On-Going SCRIP Gift Card Fundraising Update 
Thank you to everyone who made their Christmas Gift Card purchases 

through North Church.  Great Work!! $1491.52 RAISED TO DATE! 

Keep those orders coming, and tell your friends and family about it too!! 
Scrip is a fundraising tool through which families generate revenue through purchases they would 

make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline can be purchased with scrip.  

 

NUMC buys the scrip gift cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a discount, and re-sells them to our 

organization members for full face value. The discount - from two to fifteen percent or more - is a 

rebate retained by NUMC as revenue.  It’s that easy! 

Cards may be ordered each Sunday between and after services or by contacting  

Anita Haynes at 860-646-3926 or 860-712-9991.   

Cards are available for pick-up on the following Sunday. 
 

 What is the meaning of life? * What happens when we die? * What rele-
vance does Jesus have for our lives?  How do we deal with guilt? 

      If you would like to explore questions like these,  

then ALPHA is for you. SIGN UP NOW! 
 

Anyone interested in finding out more about Christian faith.   
      Adults of all ages are welcome. 
Learning and laughter.   
      It is possible to learn about Christian faith and have fun at the same time. 
People meeting together.   
      An opportunity to get to know others and make new friends. 
Helping one another.   
      The small groups give you a chance to discuss issues raised during the talks. 
Ask anything.   
      Alpha is a place where no question is seen too simple or too hostile. 
                              

The Alpha course meets for eleven weeks beginning Thursday, January 14. 
6 pm Dinner, 6:30 pm Lecture, 7 – 7:30 pm Small Group Discussion 

 
 

In the Memorial room you will find brochures with registration forms and more informa-
tion.  Please speak to Pastor Laurel with any questions. 

T I D I N G S  

“GIVE  

without  

GIVING?” 
YES YOU CAN!!! 

 

Raise Money For  
North United Methodist 

Church With  
No Selling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for the 
beautiful Chrysanthemum.  They 
are such an unusual color, and 
they are still blooming.  Thank 
you also to Paula Smith for 
bringing them to me.  Happy 
Holidays to everyone. 
    Judy Desautell 

 

Pastor Laurel and Family at North, 

 

     Merry Christmas! 
 

     Thank you so  much for the monetary gifts of 

$6,330.64 in 2009, the volunteers, the food, and 

the clothing.   
 

Your wonderful Basket for the Fashion Show 

helped us to raise over $13,000.  Wow! 
 

Thank you, 

Beth Stafford 

Executive Director, MACC Charities  

 

!A new Thing! 
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outside of that holy place except for hearts open and prepared to worship God so that we can give to God our all – all our attention, 

all our praise, all our hearts, souls, lives. 

I have found that whenever my mind is on other things it is not on God. According to a universal law of physics, two things cannot 

occupy the same space at the same time. So if, during our worship we find ourselves focused on anything else, that is a missed 

opportunity for focusing on God, and we are in fact adulterating our relationship with God by attending to something else other 

than God.(Third, Ninth commandments) 

As the Christmas Eve 11 pm service went longer than 60 minutes, at least one person thought it important to comment that “Rev. 

Scott has yet to learn how to do a 60 minute service.” And while we often get tired praising God, God never gets tired receiving 

our praises. Thank God that He also doesn’t get tired of us! 

I might have missed many things in seminary, but the 60-minute service was not one of them. I have spent the last ten years in a 

formal educational setting learning about God and the things of God. Nowhere in that ten years or among any of the many re-

spected and wise persons who have been my teachers have I been taught that God will punish me for holding a service of worship 

to God for longer than an hour. For pretending to worship I will be held accountable, for misleading the people, I will be held ac-

countable and for failing to preach and teach the truth I will be held accountable, but not for taking a service past 60 minutes. 

 In fact the focus of worship is not time (chronos) which is a human concept of measurement, but rather season (kairos) which is a 

God-generated. The heart of the matter is whether we hold nothing back in giving praise and adoration to God who gives all 

things, among which, is time. God seeks true worshippers to worship him in spirit and in truth.( Read John Chapter 4) 

Why do we find it so difficult to revel in the things of God and in the household of God and to give back to God who has so gener-

ously given to us? Why do we keep wanting to put God into a 60-minute box, when God is infinite? 

If I am to be faulted, let me be faulted for having kept a service of worship just a little longer on an occasion such as the celebra-

tion of the birth of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. A special occasion. One of the highest, holiest days of the Christian calendar, 

for God deserves everything that we have. 

And that is where you will find me, today, tomorrow …pointing the way to God, calling us back to God, not allowing us to rele-

gate God to a side show. With God’s help and by God’s power you can look for me to stand on God’s side and to engage in God’s 

mission to save us from ourselves. That’s where the future is. That is what I look forward to, and I invite you to join me in a glori-

ous future of never-ending praise to God. 

Pastor Laurel 

From The Pastor’s Desk                continued from p.1 

is a project that is performed on the self. So it 
is no use wishing and hoping and thinking 
and praying that for example, your spouse or 
partner will change, or that your teacher or 
boss will change or that your children will 
change, or your neighbors, or 
your pastor… 
As Jesus our teacher said, we 
should clean the inside of the 
cup and the outside will surely 
be clean. The change occurs 
inside of us, and is reflected on 
the outside. I know some are 
saying I have changed by atti-
tude, change my approach, done 
everything I know I can do and 
still things have not changed. To 
which I say, hang on until the 
change comes. It is a process, 
not an event. And when you 
have made the necessary 
changes, the situation, circumstances and 
people around you will change – but be care-

ful what you hope and pray for. Sometimes 
change does not come to us in the form in 
which we expect it. 
That is the story of many of the people of 
God – those of us who fail to perceive the 

new thing that God is doing. We 
long for change, but when it 
comes, we fail to perceive it and 
fail to act on it or in concert with it, 
so we continue to experience the 
difficulties and failures that we 
have become accustomed to. Don’t 
fall into that trap. Learn to wait 
patiently on God for as they say in 
the African American gospel song 
– “He’s an on-time God, yes he is. 
He may not come when you want 
him, but he’ll be there right on time, 
He’s an on-time God, yes he is.” 
Here’s praying that in 2010 we 
perceive the new things that God is 

doing and receive them on time – God’s time. 

Change is a 

project that is 

performed on 

the self. We 

cannot change 

anyone 

else...what we 

change is our 

thinking, and 

all else fol-

lows…” 

 NEW YEAR’S MEDITATION 
 A New Heaven and A New Earth 
 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away.” Rev. 21:1 
 

Today, in this New Year, I begin life anew. 
Today I am born to a fresh, new, bright, glorious day and 
year. 
This new year has never been lived before and will never 
be lived again. 
I enter into this new year with enthusiasm, knowing that 
the Presence of God uplifts and enlightens me. 
I bring into this new year only intelligence, wisdom, peace, 
joy and understanding. 
New courage, new strength, new life are mine to share. 
I am adding to this new year new ideas, new methods, 
new thoughts and new attitudes. 
Today I am rich in radiant health, infinite Abundance and 
Love. 
The beauty, warmth, color, protection and comfort of 
God’s loving presence fills me with a deep sense of peace, 
joy, and security. 
I pour into every moment of this new year the wonderful 
blessings that abound for me. 
My cup runneth over.  This is indeed my year of fulfillment. 
Today I am living in a new heaven and earth. 
Thank you father, for this new year.  And so it is. 

 

Adapted from “Your Needs Met” Jack & Cornelia Adding-
ton © 1966 DeVorss & Co., Marina Del Ray, CA 

 



USHERS/GREETERS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 
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9:00 am 

 

3rd  John Chadwick 
           Paula Smith 

10th  Linda Gates 
          Quent Mangun 

 

17th  Glenn Law 
       John Chadwick 

 

24th  Pam and Bruce 
                 Putinas 
One Service 10 am 
31st  Elaine Hadge 
      Wesley Hadge 
  Judy Starkweather 
 Jason Starkweather 

3rd    TBD 
 

10th  TBD 
 

17th  TBD 

 

24th  TBD 

 

31st   TBD 

9:00 am 
 

3rd    Jim Glass 
 

10th  Judy Morton  
 

 

17th  Wayne Canipe 
 

 

24th Elaine Law 
 

10:00 am 

31st  One Service 
 

10:30 am 
 

3rd    Tony Adamczyk 

 

10th  Karen Arendt  
                     

17th  Caleb Cadman 

 

 

24th Cindi Gilligan 
 

 

 
 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as a liturgist 

to contact Diana Custer at 

875-9805. 
 

Responsibilities of the liturgist:  
lead responsive readings, read 
the scripture lesson, and assist 
with communion if assigned on 

the first Sunday of the month. 
  

9:00am Service 

Liturgist will meet with pastor 
at 8:35am for prepatory 

prayer time.  

10:30am Service 

Liturgist will meet with pastor 
at 10:20am for prepatory 

prayer time.  

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

10:30 am 

 

3rd  Elaine Hadge 

         Bob Pelletier  

10th  Jack Bertrand 
    Maryanna Stephens 

17th  Roger Edinger 

          Curt Whatley 

24th   Tony & Paula 

                Adamczyk 
 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as an usher to 

contact Paula Smith at  

643-6597. 
 

Responsibilities of Ushers/

Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at 

the door, hand out bulletins, count 

attendees, collect the offering, and 

direct people to the altar table on 

Communion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms 

for Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 

30 minutes prior to the start 
of service. 

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a quart of whole 

milk for use with coffee and tea, and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.   

 

Set aside a plate of snack for the pastor on the kitchen island.  Set-

up coffee to brew, hot water for Tea and Hot Chocolate, a pitcher 

of juice, 2 containers of milk, and sugar/sugar substitute, napkins, 

and plates if needed.  Fellowship is served between services and 

after the 10:30 service.  Clean-up after fellowship time (approx. 12 

noon) includes washing out pots and containers and returning 

them to their place in the kitchen, and wiping down tables in the 

Memorial Room.  If you are interested in volunteering or have 

questions, please speak with Cindi Gilligan at 742-9511. 

 
Over 50’s will NOT meet in Jan. and Feb. 

 

Call Linda Gates at 647-9756 with any questions about 
the Over 50’s group. 

 

Over 50’s Fellowship 

COUNTERS 3rd     

Bob Bowsza 

Harry Arendt 

 

 

10th  

Kris Pelletier 

Liz Twarkins 
 

17th  

Jan Miller 

Judy Starkweather 

 

 

24th 

Jane Hopkins 

Barbara Judd 

 

31st 

Tim LePore 

Jim Glass 

Responsibilities of Counters:  Counters 

work in teams of two and are responsible 

for counting the offering on Sunday morn-

ing directly following the 10:30 worship 

service.   

 

Any interested in volunteering should con-

tact Jim Glass, Finance Chair, at 643-9201. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge the Memory of a Loved One or to  

Celebrate a special person or occasion.  Forms are available in the Memorial Room to make 

such requests.  If you have any questions, please contact our Flower Steward, Doris Timbrell at 

649-6494. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 

MEDITATION 

GROUP  

TUESDAYS * 7:30PM—9:00 PM 

Join in practicing engaged Buddhist meditation.  

All are welcome regardless of your back-

ground or affiliation. 

Additional information is available in the  

Memorial Room. 

Questions may be directed to  

Tom Duva, 729-2342. 
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*REMINDER 

Please wear name 

tags every Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a 

name tag, please note it 

on the back of your attendance slip on 

Sunday morning and one will be made for 

PLEDGE CARDS 
A reminder to please return your 

pledge cards at Sunday Services or 

by mail as soon as possible.   

Your attention to this is greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER  

FELLOWSHIP  

Friday, January 15 at 6 pm 

Pastor Laurel invites all the teachers to a 

time of fellowship at her home (317 Oak 

St., Manchester). 


