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See, | am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10

TIDING
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TAKING CARE

cities and towns, nations, statesBut to enjoy life abundant we must
,and countries. Let's take it as  acknowledge our connection to the
far as we can. We live on the aforementioned entities and do our
earth, in the world in a galaxy, part to take care of them.
in the universe! We are con-  So starting with our bodies, families
nected, whether we realize it and faith communities, we must in-
or not to something much, tentionally take actions to take care
| much bigger than we experi-  of our lives. And recognizing that we
ence in our immediate environ- are connected to these other vast
ment. entities, we consciously make deci-
you ready for what We are And our individual sions to d_o_ our part in taking care of_
comes next? stewards of Ilves_ are depend_ent on those entities as well! Because, like it
Since we agree that . the interconnection ~ ornot, we are.connected to a vast

. : our lives, our between all these enti- and infinite existence. We are con-
taking care of our lives '

Most people would agree that
caring for our lives is the numbe
one responsibility that we have
as human beings. For all but a
very few of us, selpreservation
comes as naturally as breathing.
Okay, | don't hear any loud pro-
tests about the statements that
have just made, so | will assume
it's safe to proceed. Arg

is our number one re- environ- ties. We are nour- nected to the one we call God, of_
P ment, of the [ished by these entities whom St. Paul said is that power in

sponsibility and that wg » VR . i -which "we i q dh

are naturally inclined | Whole uni- in :jnar?y_ i er:ent ways; w |cb “we |Ive_ arr: move %n y a;]/e

towards this, then we |verse: and ag " | this is what gives  our being." It is the same God whom

L us life. the writers of Genesis indicated,
can agree that we are | Christians (N h o v the whol d
all stewards of our Jesus of Nazaret gave to humanity the whole create

lives -- our own lives, Steward.S of |once said to his fol-  earth to "dress and keep it" and to
that is. Good, I'm glad God's king- |lowers "I came that "be fruitful and multiply and replen-
' dom. you may have life and ish" it.
may have it more | looked up "dress" in the dictionary,
abundantly". Now there's and it said that
something else that the major- on clothing , "decorate or adorn,",
ity of us can agree o# living "apply therapeutic
abundantly. materials"”,

you agree.
But, here's something
else to consider- we live in
communities or varying kinds
and sizes. We live in bodies, in
families, congregations, villages,

Contdéd on

Letter fr omj

Dear North UMC season is both a commemoration
We are, right now in the season ahd an observance. We remember
Lent. Lent is traditionally a penitethe life of Jesus and the events sur-
tial season, a season of reflectionpunding his ministry on earth anghat come from the heart, not just th
repentance and preparation. Follaw-ourselves observe or participaigad or the mouth. Prayers that rec-
ing the example of Jesus, who fon spiritual disciplines that are paggnize our utter and complete de-
forty days spenttime in prayer,fase r ned af t er J epéndehde orfGod. Dust Nké Jesus
ing and solitude, we approach thBpiritual disciplines like piayer who went away, alone and often to
season before Easter with the depeayer that goes beyond the hurijgely, because he recognized that in
mination to reflect on our lives, reote repetition of familiar prayers dikger to do the work he was called t
pent of our wrong doing and prepjatee 6 Our Fat herdd, intorder td €omplete hib rRigsivre
for the Resurrection event. hearfelt prayer prayers from the which was to declare that the King-
Like Christmas, the Lent/Easter gut, as | like to call them. Prayergiom

Continued on p. 3
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the overwhelming response to our Community Pantry and soup
kitchends needs this past year. We experie
the year before and an18% increase in children eating in the soup kitchen in 2009.

You filled our pantry, cellar, store house and soup kitchen storage many times over. Your
generosity fed over 2,000 people each month for over a year and no one was turned away.

Our shelves still reflect your compassion but there are a few things we cannot keep in
stock. So many of you call us to see what the need is so
we decided to send this shopping list along with our thank you.

* Canned meats (spam, ham, chicken and beef stew)
* Sugar * Hot sauce *Salt & Pepper

* Jelly
* Juice

* Pancake mix & syrup
* Baked beans

May God bless you as richly as you have blessed those in _s2e
community who have experienced hunger. No words can d*® =
scribe our gratitude for you, our church and number one pe
ners in good.

Sincerely,

Beth Stafford, Executive Director, MACC Charities

Poverty figures should galvanize United Methodists, leaders say

This article first appeared in 2004 and is just as relevant today.

By Steve Smith

Census figures showing more Americans living in poverty and going without health insurance should push United Methodists to
rededicate themselves to addressing two critical issues in this election year, according to denomination leaders.

Two bishops and a top church agency executive are calling on congregations to reach out to poor people living in thaircareas
to pressure local, state and federal lawmakers to enactgowierty programs and provide health insurance to all people. They

add that now is not the time to back off the Council of Bishops' Initiative on Children and Poverty, which the episcogral lead
began in 1996 to draw attention to the plight of the poor and children and to learn more about the causes of poverty.

The U.S. Census Bureau reported Aug. 26 that 1 million more people were living in poverty and another 1 million withdut healt
insurance in 2003 than during the previous year. Both figures rose for the third straight year, census officials said.

In early November, the bishops are expected to consider the findings and where to take their children and poverty idiiative

ing the next few years when they gather at St. Simons Island, Ga., for their semiannual conference.

"What we saw in the 1990s is some lessening of those in poverty, but there were signs on the horizon that the manner in which
the statistics were being created was suspect because those people engaged in food pantries and clothing banks were reporting
steady increases in the numbers of clients coming to see them," said retired Bishop Donald Ott of Pewaukee, Wis., ivgsinitiat
coordinator. "There seems to be, in the last four or five years, an unwillingness on the part of state and national gosgimmen
address the fundamental issues keeping people from necessities of life.

"I am extremely disappointed in the latest data, especially for our United Methodist Church, which is a toidgiiper-class

church where, for the most part, people have the means but there is often a failure to act on the behalf of others."

According to the new census figures, more than 35.9 million American®ne in eight people lived in poverty last year. In

addition, 45 million, or 15.6 percent of the population, went without health insurance.

The latest numbers provided fodder for U.S. Sen. John Kewlio has sought to make the economy a top issue in the 2004
presidential campaigrto claim that President Bush's economic polices have "failed the middle class."

However, White House officials said the census figures reflected an economy struggling through stock market drops, corporate
scandals and terrorist attacks. They added that the median income is rising slowly, companies have added 1.5 million
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Continued on page 3

THE KNITTING MINISTR Y will meet the 1stand 3rd Monday in March from 1pm to
2:30 pm in the Memorial Room.  We will begin working on items for the Community Baby
Showerwhich is in May.Donations of baby yarn or monetary donations to purchase baby yarn is
greatly appreciated.We continue to work on Prayer Shawls and Lap blankdtsFeb. we gave
shawls to2 members of our church familyif you would like to work at home and submit items,
we happily accept all.

The Ministry welcomes new member¥.ou don't have to know how to knit or crochetOur
patterns are easy and we are all patient teacha&hkte do have some crochet hooks and knitting
needles available if you would like to give yarn work a ttgin us for an afternoon of fellowship,
peaceful music, tea, and Linda's cookies.

For more information contactPaula AdamczylB60-646-6609; Sue Derbg60-643-4589; Diana
Custer 8608759805
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GIVINGD
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Raise Money For
North United Methodist

On-Going SCRIP Gift Card Fundraising Update
Thank you for continuing to make your routine purchases on Sund
mornings through North Church. Great Work!!
OVER $1900 RAISED TO DATE!
Keep those orders coming, and tell your friends and family about]i
On-line Ordering Available Soon!

Cards may be ordered each Sunday between and after services or by contac
Anita Haynes at 86646-3926 or 8607129991.

AN

—

Church V_V'th Cards are available for piakp on the following Sunday morning.
No Sellin Anita is alsdn need of Sunday morning volunteers to take orders and distribute previously or-

dered gift cards. Please speak to Anita with any questions.

If you are willing to assist the Trus-

METHODIST MEATBALL MADNESS tees with projects to repair and main

March Madnessm€ ¢ £ 127" ¢ % ... £ ¢ %r' %L>TtesL>t ¢1/2>ZOStaithhe church property, please sign

Saturday, March 20 * 4 6 pm up at church or contact Jan Miller.
TakeOut Homemade ltalian Meatballs Please indicate what talents you hav
with Tomato Sauce or what you would be willing to help

Orders will be piping hot and ready to put on your with, and we wil contact you as t_ask
own pasta, rolls, etc. Simply sigmp in the Memorial come up. Even raking leaves, trim-
Room, and take advantage St AM DUNWick Up ming bushes, or sweeping walks are
Servicel yes we will bring your order out to your car! valuable skills that are needed at

: convenient Sizes times. Contact Jan Miller 86646
Final 4 ($5), Elite 8 ($8), and Sweet 16 ($153619 with any questions. Thank you for your interest!
Support this NUMC Fundraiser and

treat yourself to aast Breakor dinner!

wGo
TEANIR

Youth Group News!

SOUPER BOWL MYF wil meet on February 21,

March 7, and March 14. Meetings

Thank you to all who dgre at 5:30 pm at the church.
. Mar c h 14 will be a
nated food items for

\*Y@@!‘J _ Dinner.
making soup, and to

The Choir and Trustees ... April 24 ™ the MYF will participate
v?/ocljldolikz- t((j) thgﬁkee those who helped with ianhristmas in April a?nd mgm-
Dave Harris for crafting Preparation, as well as pers of the congregation are invited

and installing three = everyone who purchaséd join them. Please see the sign
beautiful book racks for the goods to benefit ~ up in the Memorial Room.

and binders. Please join___.
us in thanking Dave for assistance was greatly

his generosity and shar-appreciated and much
ing of his woodworking needed Over $670 was

gifts with North UMC.  raised for MACC

- Charlene, Tim
and the MYF

Par en-

HEALTH KITS for HAITI
The Children and Youth of NUMC af
leading the collection of items for Hea
Kits to be sent to Haiti. Items may K
dropped off at the church on Sund
mornings. Complete lists of need
items, and donation information can
found at church in the Memorial Roof
Thank you for supporting this importa
mission.
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TAKING CARE!

We are stewards of our lives, our environment, of the whole universe; and as Christians, stewards of God's king-

dom.

So, stewardship is not just about money. It much, much more than money. It's about our very lives. And every decision,we make
about everything in our lives, speaks to our stewardship, on how we take care of the gifts that the Creator God has asshracio
given to us.

So, how are you taking care of your life, your body, your family, neighborhood, state, nation, world? Take Care, now!

Continued from p.1

that if we could personally address poverty by interaction with

POVERTY FIGURES (from p. 2)

people living on the margins in our communities, and asking our
congregations to become churches for all of God's children,
then we will influence governmental and business people to
bring about the changes."”

Four denomination agencies are planning to do just that. The

— ) . Board of Church and Society, Board of Pension and Health
This is an ongoing concern that cannot be settled in one or

two quadrennia,” said Sherer, who also leads the church's Ne_Beneflts, United Methodist Communications and Board of

, Global Ministries are teaming up to develop plans to publicize
braska Area. There are d?ep heeds that must be addressed nationally the health problems of the uninsured. Jim Winkler,
because there is preferential treatment of the poor throughout

- top executive of the church and society board, noted that
the blbl[cal story. We, as the church, must learn what that other religious organizations, such as the National Council of
means in the 21st century.

. o . . . Churches, also are pushing to transform poverty reduction and
"In addition to building relationships with the poor and advocat- P 9 P y

o ) . covering the uninsured into major campaign issues. The Board
ing in the legislatures, we, as a church, need to provide our 9 ) paig

fot i i 1o do the clothi loset of Church and Society is working for "tax fairness" regarding
own sarety net so ,\,Ne can continue to do the clothing CIosets . impact of President Bush's tax cuts, pushing for expansion
and food pantries.

Last year, United Methodist bishops published their third paperOf temporary aid to needy families and boosting funding for low

the child q tv initiative. "The Beloved C -income federal housing vouchers, he said.
girtly jc?bg ',, 'IKEZyaglsg?)\:g(erclgzjlz Isvti dy gﬁi dee fcc))\r/econgor?gn;;?(-)nghese are real people in pain, not only psychological pain but
Community with Children and the Poor, released through Iso physical pain, in that they are not getting the health insur-

. : . S ance coverage they need," Winkler said. "We have to be re-
E:okesbury, a unit of the_ pmted Methodist Publishing House. minded that God's charge to us is to save the dignity and pride
We want to create a critical mass of people who say that pov-

. . of those who are in lesthanadvantageous situations than
erty and all of these other issues are not acceptable accordlngmany United Methodists
to our biblical vision," Ott said. "The sense of the bishops was '

in the past four years, and the Bush administration has offered
several plans to deal with economic problems.

Bishop Ann Sherer, chairwoman of the initiative's task force,
conceded that eradicating poverty and providing health insur-
ance to everybody requires more than "quick fixes."

) URP WKH 3DVWR UroNpagHN N One of my favorite radio announcers ends his show with this line:

of God had come near to the people through his ministry of teatlihg,me mber i f you want somet hin
preaching and healing, he needed to depend totally and fully o the s o met hi ng youdve never done
power of God. the fruit of the Spirit, (Love, Peace Joy, Faithfulness, Gentleness, P:
So do we. If we are to accomplish anything of lasting value in tiightiteand Self Control) we must be prepared to do our prayer work

we need to follow the exampldevotind thelimestaicondmuhicatiorewith Gotl ia sincedity sne hopset
was prayer. And prayer that is not confined to asking, but prayerthatist e us t o make the effort d
also listening. Listening for what God wantsto doin, aroundandh o sees in secret will reward

through us. Listening is an important part of communication. Listening .
is an important part of prayer. That is why we need to turn away from BlessmgsPaStOr Laurel

the distractions of the world and tune in to the voice of God which

comes to us in the stiliness.

Gododés revelation and manifestation come to us when we are
intentionally shut out the noise and chaos of the world. Sometimes we
may have to seek out a deserted place in order to tune in to God. |
assure you, it is worth the effort.

Perhaps youb6ve never done this.
time. But spending time alone with God is necessary if we are to live
lives that are meaningful and fruitful. The scripture lesson from the
gospel of Matthew for Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of
Lent invites us to prayer and fasting fiin secreto, not ann
world that we have entered into this activity, but allowing the results of

Perhaps you havendt done i



