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.See, I am bringing you good tidings of great joy for all the people...Luke 2:10 

Continued on p. 3 

Dear North UMC, 
What I thought would be a quiet summer turned out to 
be quite eventful. That proves the theory as I men-
tioned in my last letter that òMan appoints ñ God dis-
appointsó or òMan proposes ñ God disposesó. Either 
way you take it, life is unpredictable. 
Of as my beloved professors used to say: òLife is 
messy and death is inconvenient.ó 
I had just returned from a trip to Arizona, sponsored 
by Church World Service and the United Methodist 
Churchõs General Board of Church and Society where 
we observed the implementation of Arizona Law SB 
1070 that was designed to make life difficult for mi-
grants crossing the border into the United States, who 
did not have the requisite papers. 
After a week of sitting in on deportation hearings, 
walking in the desert, visiting groups working with 
migrants in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, the border town 
that is about an hour South of Tuscon Arizona, where 
we stayed, participating in a pre-dawn vigil, worship 
service and rally in Phoenix, taking action  with work-
ers for wages that were owed to them, feeding the 
homeless and migrant workers, I relished the thought 

of returning to the quiet peace of Manchester and 
enjoying a leisurely pace for the rest of the Sum-
mer. 
Life is unpredictable. 
The quiet peace of our gentle community rhythms 
were shattered on August 3, when one man mur-
dered eight of his co-workers at Hartford Distribu-
tors, a beer distribution warehouse on the edge of 
town and then killed himself. 
Manchester will never be the same again. Life in 
this community has been changed as a result of 
that incredibly shocking event. 
Life is unpredictable. 
Soon I found myself called to help lead a commu-
nity vigil at Center Park; and then was asked by a 

Six NUMC youth ð all female, participated in a mission trip to 
ñGive Kids the Worldò this summer. The picture above shows 
the youth at the start of their trip in the New Haven Amtrak 
Union Station. From left: Stephanie Brew, Makayla Roman, 
Kaytlyn Hobbs, Julie Lepore, Whitney & Victoria Smith and in 
the back row,Charlene Sullivan & Tim McLaughlin, their chap-
erones. 

The journey to Give Kids the World be-
gan on Saturday August 7 and continued 
for an entire week. The group returned 
home to Manchester  on August 15. Give 
Kids the World is a program for children 
who have been diagnosed with a termi-
nal illness and their families. 
The group also participated in a Disney 
Youth Education Series Program called 
ñKeepers of the Kingdomò, a behind the 
scenes learning adventure at Disneyôs 
Animal Kingdom.  
The youth will give a presentation about 
their experience in the coming weeks 
during an after worship presentation. 

ñFear not little flock, it is the 

Fatherõs good pleasure to give 

you the kingdomó. Luke  12: 32 
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NUMC Tag Sale on Saturday, September 11 * 8am ñ12 Noon .   

Now is the time to start collecting the gently used 
items that are cluttering up your house!   

We are now collecting items in the basement room 
across from the Sunday School office.  There is a sign 
that says "Place Tag Sale items here".  This is a great 
time to clear out those unwanted items.  Remember 
"one man's junk is another man's treasure!"   

 

Thank you for your support throughout the years! 

T I D I N G S  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the overwhelming response to our Community Pantry and soup 

kitchenõs needs this past year.  
 

You filled our pantry, cellar, store house and soup kitchen storage many times over.  Your 

generosity fed over 2,000 people each month for over a year and no one was turned away. 
 

The MACC Food Pantry  is doing very well right now but a few items are in short sup-

ply.  Baked Beans, Condiments, Juice, Mac & Cheese, Canned potatoes, Soup: 

Chicken and Chowders; Ramen Noodles, Canned meats, Diapers, Jelly & Jam, 

Jell-O & pudding  
 

I want everyone at North United Methodist Church to know 

how much we appreciate your support of programs at MACC.  

Please be assured that your kindness is so important to us.  

Blessings to all. 
 

Sincerely,  

Dale Doll, Director of Food Services, MACC Charities 

 
 

Spring 
Cleaning 
time is 
here!   

Remember : 

we don't 

take cloth-

ing or large 

furniture 

but we will 

sell every-

thing else.   

STEWARDING GODôS RESOURCES 

Hello,  

My name is John Wilks. Before I get to my real message, let me tell you a little about my experience with this 

congregation. I have been a member since the 1970õs. I have served as missions chairman, financial secretary for 

many years, chairman of finance, chairman of trustees and am currently a trustee. There is a problem with our 

boiler. The problem is that it is 56 years old and on its last legs. If it failed next January we would have a huge 

problem. This project is not like replacing a light bulb.  

The boiler is well past its useful life. If a part fails there may not be a replacement part ñ they donõt make those 

parts any more. We are accepting bids for replacing the boiler. We are applying for a $5000 incentive from the 

Connecticut Clean Energy Fund. The boiler we are looking at is 86% efficient. The estimated cost is $50,000. This 

new boiler would save 1650 gallons of oil and $3900 in savings yearly. The pay back is 13 years.  

Now, how do we pay for this? We already have a $20,000 pledge. We need $30,000 more. We need more large 

pledges to be paid this year. I am going to suggest $1,000. If you cannot do $1,000, how about $500 0r $250. I 

would not ask you to do something I would not do. I will pledge $1,000. It would be great if we could do this al by 

October 1. We could then proceed with the new boiler and we will be assured that we will be able to worship in 

warmth in the winter. All I can do is ask for your help. Thank you for listening.  John Wilks, Trustee, NUMC  

Finance Committee note: As of August 15, total pledges amount to $30,000. We need to 
raise another $20,000  
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Look around you. Listen to the radio, the television. Listen to 
your children, your parents, your sister, you brother, your 
neighbor. Whatôs happening now? 
A popular song from the 60ôs asked the question: ñDoes anybody 
really know what time it is? And a late-night public service an-
nouncement from the 70ôs asked: ñItôs ten pm. Do you know 
where your children are? Jesus says in Luke 13: ñYou can tell a 
change in the seasons, but donôt tell me you 
canôt tell a change in the God-season?ò (The 
Message). 
Can we tell what spiritual season, what God-
season  we are in right now? 
It is important to be able to tell the season we are 
in because we need to act responsively to the 
needs of the community in which we live. 
 
So look around you. And listen around you. Then listen to the 
heart that beats with the life of God within you. That heart which 
is attuned to Godôs will for all of us will be able to tell us what 
season we are in and then we will be able to respond appropri-
ately. 
Something happened here in Manchester that never happened 
before when one man, upset with occurrences in the work-place, 
decided that the way to let others know how he felt about the 
issue was to take a gun and calmly shoot ten of his co-workers. 
Eight of them died. Then, unable or unwilling to face the conse-
quences of his act, he killed himself. This man was hurting. 

Look around you. How many hurting people do you see? Do you 
see others around you? What pain are they carrying? What chal-
lenges are they facing? Who is at the breaking point? Who can-
not cope any more? Who is looking for a way out? 
 
How could this happen? Why did this happen we ask? 
These kinds of things happen because although we live in the 

midst of thousands, many of us are lonely, iso-
lated, despairing. And when we reach the end of 
our rope and there find that there is no-one to turn 
to, no-one to give us a word of encouragement, a 
word of hope, we decide the best way out is to 
end it. End a life, not caring . For most of the 
world, we are in a season of despair, a season of 

loneliness, a season of hopelessness. But it doesnôt have to be 
that way. We do not have to join the downward spiral because  
as the people of God who have chosen to be on the side of 
good, we carry with us the faith that God is still sovereign, still in 
charge of creation. So what does God want us to do? God  
wants us to accept the responsibility for  caring for the entire 
community of human beings and the entire creation.  
The God-season we are in is a season of inclusion. A season of 
respect for all of Godôs creation. A season of recognizing that 
God continues to make things new. Let us not miss it by being 
so self-centered that we fail to recognize it when it is right before 
our faces and all around us. Stop. Look Listen. Respond to the 
call of the neighbor for help. 

WHATôS HAPPENNING NOW? 

Look around...Can we 
tell what spiritual sea-
son, what God-season 
we are in now? 

Pastorõs Desk CONTINUED FROM P. 1 

parishioner to host a service here at North United Methodist 
Church. I said an instinctive yes, not having really thought 
through what was entailed. But that is my calling ñ to say yes to 
supporting and helping those who are in need ñ and the entire 
town was in need and still is! 
NUMC provided a sacred space where those in the community 
could express their feelings. Those who contributed to the Com-
munity Service of Healing and Hope, whether it was as an usher/
greeter, provider and server of refreshments, chorister, director 
or cleaner (Quent Magun is to be thanked for cleaning up the 
parking lot, without having been asked) are to be thanked. We 
came together as a community within a community to serve the 
need of the larger community. That is what we should do ñ love 
and care for our neighbors. 
The Inter-faith service featured Christian, Buddhist and Jewish 
elements, so that no-one would feel excluded. 
Life is unpredictable. 
So, I made up the service as I went along, leaning on experiences 
in other situations and being able to tap into resources that were 
all around me and seemed to appear on my desk just when I 
needed them. 
Life is unpredictable but God is always faithful and provides 

what we need when we need it, not always in the ways we think our 
needs will be provided for, but nevertheless God is always with us 
ñ itõs true! 
I was reading an e-mail from Irene our Office Manager who re-
minded me that Tuesday evenings are usually reserved for our 
Meditation Group and we would be taking their slot if the service 
were held on a Tuesday evening. But God showed me an opportu-
nity to include the meditation group in the service and so I asked 
and they responded positively. The guided meditation by Tom 
Duva, one of the groupõs leaders, was one of the highlights of the 
service. Another highlight was the participation of Rabbi Plavin 
from the neighboring Jewish temple on East Middle Turnpike. 
Life is unpredictable. I did not even imagine the service until it un-
folded in that way. Thanks to all who contributed, but most of all, 
thanks be to God that we could offer this gift to the town. Sunday 
August 8 the Gospel reading from Luke was òDo not be afraid little 
flock, it is the fatherõs good pleasure to give youõre the kingdomó ñ 
that is whatever we need, God will willingly and lovingly supply. 
God supplied comfort in abundance, and healing and hope. And 
the town expressed its thanks. Thanks be to God! Let us continue 
this ministry of serving the needs of our neighbors. 
Blessings,    

                       Pastor Laurel 



USHERS/GREETERS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 
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9:00 am  

 

Sept. 12   
Curt Whatley 
               Judy Galligan 

 

Sept. 19    
Jack Bertrand 
              Glenn Law 

 

Sept. 26   
Linda Gates 

               Quent Mangun 

9:30 am  

September  5        Lorrie Rowe 

10:30 am  

Sept. 12    

        Tony Adamczyk 
 

Sept. 19    

         Elaine Law 
 

Sept. 26    

         Sherry Thompson 

 

We welcome anyone inter-

ested in serving as a liturgist 

to contact Diana Custer at 

875-9805. 
 

 

 

Responsibilities of the liturgist:  
lead responsive readings, read 
the scripture lesson, and assist 
with communion if assigned on 

the first Sunday of the month. 
  

9:30am  Summer Service 

Liturgist will meet with pastor 
at 9:00 am for preparatory 

prayer time.  

 

LITURGISTS 

T I D I N G S  

          10:30 am  

 

Sept. 12   
Tim and Dianne 
               LePore 

 

Sept. 19    
Paula and Tony 

               Adamczyk 
 

Sept. 26   
Elaine Hadge 

               Krystyna Obst 

We welcome anyone interested in 

serving as an usher to contact 

Paula Smith at  

643-6597. 
 

Responsibilities of Ushers/Greeters:   

Welcome members and visitors at the 

door, hand out bulletins, count atten-

dees, collect the offering, and direct 

people to the altar table on Commun-

ion Sunday. 

 

Be available to answer questions of 

visitors, show them to classrooms for 

Church School. 

 

Ushers/Greeters should arrive 30 

minutes prior to the start of ser-

vice. 

Responsibilities of providing Fellowship:  Bring a 

quart of whole milk for use with coffee and tea, 

and a healthy snack to share.   

 

North Church is a NUT FREE zone.    

 

Set aside a plate of snack for the pastor on the 

kitchen island.  Set-up coffee to brew, hot water 

for Tea and Hot Chocolate, a pitcher of juice, 2 

containers of milk, and sugar/sugar substitute, 

napkins, and plates if needed.  Fellowship is 

served after the service.  Clean-up after fellow-

ship time (approx. 11 am) includes washing out 

pots and containers and returning them to their 

place in the kitchen, and wiping down tables in 

the Memorial Room.  If you are interested in 

volunteering or have questions, please 

speak with Angela McCartney at 860 -533-

0413. 

9:00 am 

Sept. 12   

         Jackie Abbott 
 

Sept. 19    

         Jim Glass 
 

Sept. 26   

         Judy Morton 

9:30 am  

September  5        John Chadwick, Paula Smith 

 

The Summer signup 

of asking individuals 

or groups to please 

volunteer and sign-up 
in the Memorial 

Room to provide Fel-

lowship worked very 

well.  Please continue 

to volunteer by sign-

ing up for the Fall. 
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The Over 50's will 
meet on Wed. Sept. 
8 at 12 noon . We will 
have a patio party so-
cial.  We will have 
grinders.   Dessert and 
beverage will be pro-

vided.   There will be a small charge for 
the grinders.   Linda Gates will be taking 
orders for the grinders.   

All are welcome.  

Over 50õs Fellowship 

COUNTERS 
SEPTEMBER 

5     Kris Pelletier 

       Liz Twarkins 
 

12   Jane Hopkins 

      Barbara Judd 
 

 

19  Tim LePore 

      Harry Arendt 
 

26  Les VanDine 

      Collins Judd 

 

 

Responsibilities of Counters:  Counters 

work in teams of two and are responsible 

for counting the offering on Sunday 

morning directly following the 10:30 wor-

ship service.   

 

Any interested in volunteering should 

contact Jim Glass, Finance Chair, at 643-

9201. 

Flowers are a wonderful way to acknowledge 

the Memory of a Loved One or to Celebrate 

a special person or occasion.  Forms are 

available in the Memorial Room to make such 

requests.  If you have any questions or prefer 

to order by phone, please contact our Flower 

Steward, Doris Timbrell at 860-649-6494.    
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BOILER REPLACEMENT UPDATE  
 

The Board of Trustees continues to plan for the replacement of the boiler.  The approximate cost 

will be $55,000, since recent testing revealed the presence of asbestos around the boiler and 

pipes.  Professional removal in a controlled environment will be necessary.  The Administrative 

Council approved a motion at its meeting on August 16, 2010 to apply for a loan from the United 

Methodist Foundation to cover the cost of the asbestos removal and boiler replacement.  The loan, 

at 6.5%, will be repaid over three years (or sooner as pledges become available).  Bids are being 

obtained and reviewed.  Installation will be scheduled for mid-October. 
 

The generous pledges received to date have put us over halfway to our goal.  Thanks to all who 

have responded so far. 
 

Jan Miller ñ President, Board of Trustees 

Please Join Us in Song 

The Worship Committee invites 

you to an afternoon of music and 

fellowship with our special guest, 

Everett Barber.  

 

Sunday, Sept. 12, 2010  *  4:00 - 6:00 PM  

 

Light refreshments will be 

served. More info will be in the 

weekly bulletins. Bring the 

whole family, your friends and 

neighbors. 

                                                          

Volunteers for monitoring the Sound System on 
Sunday mornings are needed.  Please speak with 
Pastor Laurel or Jack Bertrand if you are inter-
ested in finding out more about this mission.   

 

Thank you! 

LEADERõS  

RETREAT  
 

Saturday, Sept. 18  
8 amñ5 pm 

         Mission & Ministry in 2011 

              Goal: 2011 Budget 

        Location to be determined. 

ANNUAL  

CHARGE CONFERENCE  

Saturday, October 2 * 4:00 pm  
 

Reports for October 2009 ñ

August 2010 are due in the 

church office by Wed., September 15.  



P.A.L. Homework Club Needs Volunteers  
 

The Police Activities League (P.A.L ) Homework Club is looking for volun-

teers to work with elementary, middle school and high school students 

after school during the next school year.   Volunteers will provide one to 
one support helping with homework, reading, school projects, etc. and are 

asked to make a commitment to at least one day/week. 

All volunteers must undergo a background check and 

will be offered training. 
 

There are currently two after school sites for elementary school children.  One club 

meets at The Food Pantry building and the other meets at Robertson School in the north 

end.  Interested volunteers for elementary programs may call Stephen Desautels, Execu-

tive Director, at 860-645-5525. 
 

P.A.L. also has a program for middle and high school students at the Hilliard Mills from 3-5 
PM, Monday- Thursdays.  Molly Cort, coordinator welcomes potential volunteers for this 

club to contact her directly at 860-978-0335. 
 

Additional  information about PAL and itõs programs can be found on their website located at:  

WWW.MANCHESTERCTPAL.ORG .  For more information speak to Linda VanDine (860-646-0366). 

THE KNITTING MINISTR Y RESUMES ON SEPTEMBER 20TH.  

 

The Ministry was on a break for the summer.  Regular meetings will resume on September 20, 

2010 and the first and third Monday of each month there after.  We thank all our members for 

their work this year.  We have a nice supply of  prayer shawls, and a good 

head start on lap rugs for the VNA Hospice Christmas baskets.  We have 

made baby blankets, hats and booties for MMH birthing center, and red bed 

blankets for the MMH ICU .  This fall we will be considering some additional 

charities to which we may donate .  New members are always welcome as 

are items from those who prefer to work at home.   
 

For more information contact: Paula Adamczyk  860-646-6609;  

                               Sue Derby 860-643-4589; Diana Custer 860-875-9805. 

RED CROSS DONOR DATES  * ST.  JAMES CHURCH for 2010  

The Red Cross has consolidated the locations of their blood drives. NUMC will host 

Sept. 23.   St. James Church in downtown Manchester has become a regular monthly 

donation site and the Red Cross has asked for help in publicizing the  

donation schedule. 

 

THURSDAYS FROM 1:30 -7 P.M.  

 

Oct 14, 28;  Nov 11;   Dec 9 
 

DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED.    

CALL 1 -800- GIVE LIFE  (1 -800-448-3543) to schedule an appointment.  

*REMINDER  

Please wear name tags 

every  Sunday.   
Anyone in need of a name tag, 

please note it on the back of your 

attendance slip on Sunday morning 

and one will be made for you. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 15  

Next Issue of TIDINGS  is   

OCTOBER  

All articles for the  

September Issue are due on 
 

WEDNESDAY  

SEPTEMBER 15 

P A G E  6  

http://www.manchesterctpal.org/


INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH  

and  

Sunday School Begins  

September 12  * 10:30 am  

 

September 12 is an important day in our church life. It is back 
to Church Day. Invite a friend or relative who has never been 
to church. Invite a friend or relative who has not been in a 
long time to return to church. And if they can't come on Sep-
tember 12, the entire month of September is Open House 
month in the United Methodist Church. So let's all invite 
someone else to perhaps the most important activity that we 
engage in -- care of the soul and joy-filled living. Invitation 
cards will be provided. September 12 is also Sunday School 
Rally Day.  

 

Sunday School questions may be directed to  

Heidi Lenhardt at 860-970-4181.  Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone for observing the fol-

lowing requests at all worship times.   
 

Please set cell phones to off/silent  during 

worship services. 
 

Food and beverages are to remain in the Me-

morial Room.  

Please, water only allowed in the sanctuary.   

 

MACC has a Prayer Cycle in which there is a specific church designated 

for each Sunday throughout the year.  Please include the appropriate 
church and congregation in your prayers.  Thank you.  

 
 
 
 

September 5  Wapping Community Church, UCC 
 September 12 Saint Bartholomew Church 

  September 19  Community Baptist Church 
   September 26  Church of the Nazarene 

October 3  St. Maurice Church 

                   October 10  Emanuel Lutheran Church 
                                        October 17  Mount Calvary Church Ministries 

                   October 24  Bolton Congregational Church UCC 
                                        October 31  St. Paulôs Collegiate Church 

 

November 7  Colonial Point Christian Church 
                       November 14  Faith Tabernacle 

     November 21  First Church of Christ Congregational UCC (Glastonbury) 
                       November  28  Korean Presbyterian Church of Greater Hartford 

 
December 5  Riverfront Family Church 

                      December 12  Second Congregational Church UCC 

                                               December 19   Concordia Lutheran Church 
                         December 26   United Methodist Church of Bolton 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERN 

 

Judy, Bob (friends of Jim Glass)   
Jim (Sue Derbyôs father)      
Barbara Witham   Don Camper 
Judy Starkweather   Doris Ernst        
James, Sylvia Lapenta  Ruth Ralph          
Mikayla Gaboury       
Marian (friend of Grace Didan)     
Heidi (Lill Irwinôs daughter)            
Pam Craparotta  , Joan Hopkins  

 
 

Prayers for those suffering with-
Cancer:  
Sheila, Ann, Beth, Elliot, Betty, 
Nick, Rachael, Charlotte, Janet, 
Muriel, Miriam, Anita, Garry, 
Lena, Karin, Jane, Kathryn 
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